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The American Historical So-

ciety of Germans from Rus-

sia is an international organi-
zation dedicated to the dis-
covery, collection, preserva-
tion, and the dissemination of 
information related to the his-
tory, cultural heritage, and ge-
nealogy of Germanic settlers 
in the Russian Empire and 
their descendants. 

The Chronicle Unserer 

Leute (Chronicle of Our 

People) is published bi-
monthly by the Oregon Chap-
ter of AHSGR.  All content is 
copyright of the Oregon Chap-
ter or the original copyright 
owners. 
 
Oregon Chapter website 

With the newsletter: http://  

www.ahsgroregon.com 
 
Germans from Russia in  

Portland website: http://  

www.volgagermans.net/ 

Portland 
The Center For Volga German 
Studies - Concordia 

http://cvgs.cuportland.edu 
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       Presidentôs Message 
         Saturday, October24, 2009 was 
one of the most memorable and 
joyous days in the history of the Ore-
gon Chapter of AHSGR. It was also one 
of the most important; because it me-
morialized the first day an ASHSGR 
Chapter could boast an official home 
for itself within a university community 
ς and a permanent home at that.  The 
days of storing our records and arti-
facts in closets, basements and the 
trunƪǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
the distant past.  The threat of eviction 
is gone.  Thank you CONCORDIA for 
providing a new home for our Volga 
German Heritage. 
         The day brought visitors from sev-
eral states, many new faces, many folks 
bringing precious personal family histo-
ries, rare artifacts, and an air of enorm-
ous enthusiasm and appreciation.  BOB 
THORN provided an excellent service in 
documenting the event with almost 100 
photos which may be viewed on his 
website (http://www. bobthorn.com).  
The opening events included dignitaries, 
dedicated volunteers, enthusiastic re-
gional support, new members, good 
music, old friends meeting, detailed 
research, and wonderful presentations. 
 All of this could not have been 
possible without the vision, commit-
ment and follow-through of 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY and its di-
verse community of leaders, profes-
sionals, educators, students, alumni, 
donors, and citizens in making the 
GEORGE R. WHITE LIBRARY AND 
LEARNING CENTER a reality.  The 

 CENTER FOR VOLGA GERMAN 
STUDIES and our Oregon Chapter has 
been truly blessed to be part of this 
marvelous new facility within a vener-
able faith-based university.  It is a mi-
racle to have this space to honor our 
Russian German Heritage; a space to 
house the documentation of our ance-
stral civilization and culture. 
 !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ άDǊŀƴŘ hǇŜning 
5ŀȅέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
many VOLUNTEERS.  I always hesitate 
at this point in my message because I 
fear of leaving someone out in my rec-
ognitions, but here goes!  The day 
started with the BRENT MAI FAMILY- 
all 5 of them ς bringing trays of goo-
dies for the day.  ERNA MARKWART 
also came early to start the coffee and 
help with early preparations.  SHIRLEY 
HURRELL gave a marvelous presenta-
tion on how to tape your loved ones to 
collect their family stories.  JENE 
GOLDHAMMER emphasized the joys of 
volunteerism, inviting all to take own-
ership of the new CVGS by sharing our 
skills, time and our talents. 
              The morning officially started 
with remarks by CONCORDIA 
PRESIDENT CHARLES SCHLIMPERT.  
The traditional ribbon cutting event 
(picture on page 14) was shared by 
PRESIDENT CHARLES SCHLIMPERT, 
BRENT MAI, STEVEN SCHREIBER and 
ED WAGNER  

 The balance of the morning was 
consumed by individual research activ-
ities with a variety of village group ac-
tivities.  For example STEVE 
SCHREIBER hosted the Norka Inquiries. 
SHERRIE STAHL shared her data base 
with 
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    descendants of BRUNNENTAL, etc.  A number of 

individuals brought personal family documents and 
artifacts.  MICHAEL FRANK brought materials from 
his Aunt 9[!Lb9 Cw!bY 5!±L5{hbΩ{ /h[[9/¢ION as 
a contribution to the CVGS Library.  Others brought 
original travel documents and Russian German 
church papers for the library archives. 

 
 The afternoon included a wonderful presen-
tation by DR. RICHARD SCHEUERMAN from SEATTLE 
PACIFIC UNIVERSITY who spoke on ά! {¢9[[9w 
VIEW: THE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE OF 
w¦{{L!Ω{ муTH CENTURY GREAT NORTHERN 
9·t95L¢LhbΦέ  Richard has a remarkable ability to 
expose relevant issues and facts long forgotten and 
rarely apparent, but much appreciated and always 
presented with a contemporary and meaningful fo-
cus.  I had never heard of Georg Wilhelm Stohler and 
had only fragmented awareness of the early Ger-
mans and their roles in Russian history.  Thank you 
RICHARD for your wonderful presentation and 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ on-going interest in the CVGS and our Volga 
German Heritage.   
 

SHERRIE STAHL gave an inspiring presenta-
tion on gathering, organizing and presenting various 
types of data and artifacts; categories of photos, 
tape recordings and video recordings, family histo-
ries, books, travel and citizenship documents ς and 
the list goes on.  SHERRIE is well organized, hard 
working, and never afraid to share her point of view. 
 Good for you SHERRIE. Thanks for sharing your work 
and knowledge with us.  
  
 STEVE SCHREIBER shared his DVD of άTHE 
VOLGA GERMANS OF PORTLANDέ which docu-
mented our ethnic German history in the Pacific 
Northwest.  This work was originally prepared for 
the AHSGR International Convention of 2003 in Ya-
kima, Washington, but is still most relevant today 
and can be purchased from our Chapter.  See Lois 
Klaus or Ed Wagner. 
  
 BRENT MAI presented άVOLGA GERMANS 
ON THE MOVE, WHERE THEY CAME FROM AWHERE 
¢I9¸Ωw9 DhLbDΦέ  Believe it or not, Volga Germans 

are still on the move.  While several million have 
moved from Russia to Germany since the late 1980ΩǎΣ 
some are now relocating to Canada and other parts. 
BRENT is an accomplished academic with a passion for 
Russian German history and has a unique ability to 
convey his enthusiasm to an audience in an inspiring 
manner.  One needs to be present to appreciate Brent 
and his life-long commitment and dedication to our 
heritage and the CVGS.  Thank you BRENT for every-
thing you have made available to our people and the 
greater world-wide community of those interested in, 
and impacted by our unique history. 
  
 The grand opening was embellished with the 
musical talents of ANNA MAI on the violin during the 
morning and ROY TORLEY on the BANDURA in the af-
ternoon.  Anna is a skilled violinist and her music was a 
wonderful complement to the morning activities. 
Thank you ANNA for sharing your time and talents. 
The Bandura is a guitar harp like instrument and an 
important part of Ukrainian History.  RAY TORLEY is an 
accomplished Bandurist and we were blessed with his 
skills and presence.  RAY is Scandinavian and not Volga 
German.  I met him and his partner Joan at the Ukrai-
nian Church festival in Sellwood earlier this year and 
invited him to share in our Grand Opening.  Thank you 
RAY and JOAN for your participation in our CVGS 
Grand Opening 

 

 The Grand Opening was a time to see many old and 
many new faces.  We were happy to see many people 
we had never known before but we dearly missed 
some very important folks who are an important part 
of our community.  Doris Evans was not able to come 
from Almira, Washington.  ZANE and LELA MILLER 
were dearly missed and we all pray for their well-
being.  LELA and ZANE devoted their lives to the chap-
ter for many years through very challenging times and 
we will always recognize and appreciate their dedica-
tion and commitment.  RAY and DIANE KOCH contin-
ue to deal with their challenges which limit their tra-
vel.  JENE GOLDHAMMER and SHIRLEY HURELL re-
cently traveled to the Dalles to tape an interview with 
RAY regarding his memories of Volga German   Histo-
ry. Knowing RAY we understand this probably will be 
voƭǳƳŜ ƻƴŜέ ƻŦ ур ǘƻ мрл Ǿƻlumes that will be forth  

 coming. 
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There are many more of our senior members who find it difficult to come to our meetings.  However 
as we get the CVGS better organized and staffed, it will be open to the public on a regular and more 
frequent basis.  As that occurs we will publish its hours in the newsletter to make this facility more  
accessible. 
 
 A new talent has emerged mostly unnoticed with the opening of the CVGS.  LINDA CHURCH 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ .ǊŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘhe library and was the invisible elf who framed and hung the 
photos by STEVE SCHREIBER, arranged the displays in the glass cabinets; assisted with the logistics of 
the service at St. Michaels and assisted with many more amenities we all enjoyed. Thank you LINDA 
and welcome. 
 
 JENE GOLDHAMMER and SHIRLEY HURELL have formed the nucleus of an enthusiastic core of 
volunteers. SHIRLEY and JENE have been joined by others on Tuesday morning from 9:00 AM to 2:00 
PM at the CVGS to combine and organize the obituary card collection.  LILLIAN LAWRENCE, BOB 
BEALL, SHERRIE SHAHL, HELEN ROLOFF and others have joined forces to take on this very detailed and 
tedious task.  HOWARD BAUER, KEN PRICKETT and others have assisted Brent in copying and organiz-
ing the large maps and Pleve charts for the flat file archives.  Volunteers will be needed for a variety of 
projects and tasks in organizing and making available the many collections and materials CVGS arc-
hives.  
 

A WONDERFUL PHENOMENON - ARTICLES RECEIVED IN THE MAIL 
 

Over the past two years (and longer) I have been the recipient and beneficiary of a sporadic number of 
spontaneous and unsolicited mailings by regular (or snail) mail.  Most of you have become aware of 
my lack of interest in the internet and other techno gadgetry (especially noticed by the newsletter edi-
tor).  As a result, a number of folks from various areas have taken it upon themselves to randomly 
send articles of interest.  These copies have resulted in quite a collection, and I will include examples 
of some of these works in this newsletter from time to time unless the majority of you tell me to stop. 
ς For example: 
 
1.)  Diane in Vale, Oregon sent information regarding άTHE RUSSIAN-JAPANESE WAR RESEARCH 
SOCIETYέ (see pages 8 and 9).  Many of our grandfathers and/or great grandfathers served in this and 
other wars. 
 
2.) A Number of people (not all are members of the Oregon Chapter) have sent copies of HUGH 
[L/I¢9b²![5Ω{ translations of DIE WELT-th{¢ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ мфолΩǎΦ ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ 
dated November 3, 1922 from HEINRICH Schatz to Pastor J.E. SCHATZ in HALLEM NEBRASKA appears 
on page 10 of this newsletter.  This letter from Johannestal describes the desperate plight of our Rus-
ǎƛŀƴ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ of hundreds in the collection. Many thanks 
to HUGH LICHTENWALD for his dedication to this massive translation project.  It is a wonderful service 
to remind the world of what happened to our people throughout Russia and the Ukraine.   
 
3.) BILL WIEST sent me a copy of a work by OTTO J. POHL, ERIC J. SCHMALTZ, and RONALD J. 
VOS{[9w όнллфύ άLb h¦w I9!w¢{ ²9 C9[¢ ¢I9 {9b¢9b/9 hC 59!¢IέΤ 9¢IbL/ D9wa!b 
RECOLLECTIONS OF MASS-VIOLENCE IN THE USSR, 1928-пуέΣ printed in the JOURNAL OF GENOCIDE 
RESEARCH, 11:2,323-354. An example or preview of this work appears on pages 11 and 12. 
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4.) Another person recently sent me copies of recent translations by Joe Gareis regarding άǘƘŜ 
¦ǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ мфмуέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ YƻŜƘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΦ  Copies of examples of the work 
appear on page 13. 
 
5.)   I have been presented with another article translated by HUGH LICHTENWALD.  It is a letter   
published in DIE WELT POST January 18, 1923.  The letter is dated December 11, 1923 From 
IMMANUEL SCHAEFER from άh[5 5h9bIhCέ and describes the refugee Camp in Frankfurt a.Oder.  
This camp and similar facilities in Germany and Poland were home to many of our ancestors and   rela-
tives as they waited for their families in America to find them and send passage for their trip to the 
United States or Canada.  Thanks again to HUGH LICHTENWALD for this meaningful translation.  The 
first page of the letter can be found on page 14. 
 
6.) Several folks from different areas recently sent this article citing the arrest of Russian Historian 
Mikhail Suprun, a professor of history at !wYI!bD9[{YΩ{ thaORSKIY UNIVERSITY provoking out-
rage in Germany and among leading historians. An example appears on pages 15 and 16. 
  
 These articles and especially the SUPRUN issue serve to illustrate the urgent need to preserve 
the right of free speech and freedom to publish without threat of censorship or pressure from special 
interest groups.  Some of the most valuable treasures within our historical society remain the personal 
observations, opinions, and urgings of those who actually lived during, and experienced firsthand, the 
period of mass terror, violence, oppression, murder, torture and slavery. 
  
 These articles and issues are included herein for your enlightenment. We all share a unique 
ethnic history.  It is important to never forget the culture of our grandparents and to instill the sto-
ries, history, customs and values in those generations that will follow us. Your comments are always 
welcome.  Please feel free to call me at 503-221-1837 or 503-228-0007.  My address is cited in this 
newsletter.  For those who are already sharing their interest ς thank you very much for caring and I 
ways look forward to your mailings. 
 
 This is the last newsletter of 2009 ς A truly memorable year bringing a new life with the open-
ing of the new CENTER FOR VOLGA GERMAN STUDIES at CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY.  Please note the 
Calendar of Events for the rest of 2009 and into the new year. 
 
 Please remember to send your annual renewal dues to our treasurer, Lois Klaus at your ear-
liest convince.  [ŜǘΩǎ work together to make her job easier.  A membership form is included for your 
convenience. 
 
 Our next few meetings will focus on the many issues, projects and activities for the CVGS.  
Everyone is welcome to come, participate and share. Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year to you all.   
 
Your president  
Ed Wagner. 
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*Upcoming Events* 
 

November 
Nov 7, 2009 10:00 am ς 12:00 noon  AHSGR Board Meeting   
Saturday   Concordia University Library, CVGS Room, Members and guests are welcome   
 
Nov 21, 2009 1:00 pm ς 3:30 pm  AHSGR Monthly Meeting (pot luck lunch) 
Saturday   Concordia University Library, CVGS Room, Members and guests are welcome   

December 
Dec 5, 2009 10:00 am ς 12:00 noon  AHSGR Board Meeting   
Saturday   Concordia University Library, CVGS Room, Members and guests are welcome   
    
Dec 13, 2009  1:00 - 2:00 pm        St. Michaels Lutheran Church near Concordia University. 
Sunday  AHSGR Christmas program       6700 N.E. 29th Ave (across from the new Concordia Library) 
      

   

January 
Jan 9, 2010 11:00 am ς 12:00 noon  AHSGR Board Meeting   
Saturday   Concordia University Library, CVGS Room  
    
Jan 9, 2010  1:00 pm ς 2:30 pm  AHSGR Monthly Meeting (pot luck lunch) 
Saturday Concordia University Library ς CVGS Room 
  Members and guests are welcome to attend.  

 

April 
Apr 23,24,25. 2009       CNC (Council of Northwest Chapters of AHSGR)  
      meeting at Concordia University CVGS Center. 
 

August 

Aug 1-8, 2010 AHSGR International Convention of Germans from Russia to be held in Lincoln, Neb.  

Special Notice for Christmas Program 
It is almost time for the annual AHSGR Christmas program, and I am looking for folks who might like 
to share a tradition of their family, or a song, or a verse (perhaps one that Grandma and/or Grand-
pa used to recite when they were young(er)!!) No talent is too small, no participant is too young (or 
too old) and we are hoping to put together a FANTASTIC family-style program that renews our var-
ious Christmas traditions!! Please share!!  Let me know if you are interested in participating; I can 
be reached at (503) 695-2741 or my cell phone (503) 528-4382, as I am outside working much of 
the time. Leave a message if you need to, and I'll call you back within a couple of hours! The 
Christmas Program, on Sunday, December 13 from 1-2:00 p.m. with the reception and cookie sale 
following immediately after the program.  Join us for coffee and cookies, and renew those impor-
tant friendships and family connections!!  Traditions are always a good thing to keep!!  I am excited 
about this year's program, and hope you can join us, and kick off the holiday season with good mu-
sic, talent, and traditions! 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ Christmas Program Chair Joanne Hummel. 
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Mark you r  Calendar 

Special Christmas program 

Sunday December 13, 2009 

1:00 p.m. 

St. Michaelôs Lutheran Church 

At Concordia University 

6700 N.E. 29th Ave. 

All members and friends welcome 

Bring a buddy or 20 or more 

Share the Holiday Spirit  

When giving gifts for the holidays, 

birthday, or special events remember 

ñThe Volga Flow Forever Trilogyò by 

Sigrid Weindenweber.  These books 

are the story of our heritage and make 

lasting gifts for your family l ibrary.  
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