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American Historical Society of Germans from Russia - Oregon Chapter  

Chronicle U nserer Leute  
 
Vol 30, Issue 5 
 

The American Historical 

Society of Germans from 

Russia is an international or-
ganization dedicated to the 
discovery, collection, preser-
vation, and the dissemination 
of information related to the 
history, cultural heritage, and 
genealogy of Germanic set-
tlers in the Russian Empire 
and their descendants. 

The Chronicle Unserer 

Leute (Chronicle of Our 

People) is published bi-
monthly by the Oregon Chap-
ter of AHSGR.  All content is 
copyright of the Oregon 
Chapter or the original copy-
right owners. 
 
Oregon Chapter website 

With the newsletter: http://  

www.ahsgroregon.com 
 
Germans from Russia in  

Portland website: http://  

www.volgagermans.net/ 

Portland 
The center for Volga German 
Studies - Concordia 

http://cvgs.cuportland.edu 
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       Presidentôs Message 

  
The CENTER FOR VOLGA 

GERMAN STUDIES (CVGS) at 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY in 

PORTLAND, OREGON has become a 

reality.  It exists for all to experience (and 

appreciate) on the third floor of the new 

GEORGE R. WHITE LEARNIN G 

CENTER at CONCORDIA 

UNIVERSITY at 2800 N.E. LIBERTY 

STREET in PORTLAND, OREGON. 

 

The UNIVERSITY  dedicated the new 

building on August 26 and had an open 

house for the community on August 29.  

Our CENTER FOR VOLGA 

GERMAN STUDIES (CVGS) was vi-

sited by many people curious to hear 

about our heritage.  We were pleased to 

have past President ANNA LEE 

WALT ON and VIRGINIA MILLAR  

visit us and experience our new center. 

 

NANCY WHITE  volunteered her talents 

as a professional FACE-PAINTER .  She 

artistically decorated many childrenôs fac-

es with beautiful multi-colored butterflies 

and other ornamental designs.  The build-

ing sprang to life with squeals of glee as 

the children ran about to show everyone 

their bright faces.  THANK YOU 

NANCY  for stepping up.  You made the 

day very special for so many visitors and 

members of the extended CONCORDIA 

COMMUNITY .  

 

A very special and hearty thanks is ex-

tended to ERNA MARKWART  and       

 JENE GOLDHAMMER  who 

cleaned and polished the new furni-

ture and fixtures prior to moving our 

library from our former location at 

Rivercrest Church. ERNA and JENE 

deserve special mention for volunteer-

ing their elbow grease on short notice 

and doing a very thorough and profes-

sional job.  THANK YOU ERNA & 

JENE. 

 

The move was accomplished very 

smoothly thanks to the help of 

BRENT MAI and KEN 

PRICKETT  and others with their 

vans and trailers. Please mark your ca-

lendar for our GRAND OPENING  

of the CVGS on October 23, 24, and 

25
th
 2009.  See the enclosed notice 

and schedule. 

 

Our FIRST GENERAL CHAPTER 

MEETING  in our new home will be 

held SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 

2009 at 2:30 p.m. in the CVGS quar-

ters on the third floor of the new Li-

brary at Concordia (2800 N.E. Liber-

ty).  This meeting will showcase the 

new facility and offer a forum to dis-

cuss issues and opportunities, future 

programs and activities, etc.  Please 

come and share your suggestions and 

ideas as we move into a completely 

new era for our chapter. 
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Our new CENTER FOR VOL GA GERMAN 

STUDIES (CVGS) is considered by many as a true 

MIR ACLE , a gift that could never have been possible 

without the vision and support of DR. BRENT MAI  

and the ENTIR E ADMINISTRATON , STAFF AND 

EXTENDED COMMUNITY OF  CONCORDIA 

UNIVERSITY.  

 

We owe our very existence to the generosity of this 

faith-based University. 

 

Please come to the OPEN HOUSE OCTOBER 23-25 

and visit us often to demonstrate your appreciation. 

Volunteers will be needed in maintaining the CVGS. 

Please call Dr Brent Mai at  (503) 493-6460 or your 

president Ed Wagner at (503) 228-0007 or (503) 221-

1837 and share your comments, availability and prefe-

rences. 

 

 

GET INVOLVED!  

 

All are welcome to come and visit our new CENTER 

FOR VOLGA GERMAN STUDIES AT 

CONORDIA UNIVERSITY.  We hope to see you 

September 27
th
 and October 23-25. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

Ed Wagner 

President 

 

 

 
 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

  

Please note our GENERAL CHAPTER MEETING for Sep-

tember has been moved to September 27, 2009 at 

2:30 p.m. in our new quarters on the 3rd floor of the 

new LIBRARY AND LEARNING CENTER AT CONCORDIA 

UNIVERSITY 2800 N.E. LIBRARY STREET, PORTLAND, 

OREGON.  All of our meetings and activities will be 

held at this location for the foreseeable future. 

 

Also note that the distinguished and venerable 
COUNCIL OF NORTHWEST CHAPTERS OF AHSGR will 
hold their FALL MEETING in RITZVILLE WASHINGTON 
at the LAQUINTA HOTEL on SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 
2009 @ 10:00 A.M.  This is held in conjunction with, 
and in support of, the truly great VOLGA GERMAN 
DEUTSCHESFEST in neighboring ODESSA, 
WASHINGTON held SEPTEMBER 17, 18, 19, 20, 2009 
(on the third weekend of September) for all to enjoy.
      
      

   

Free Russian Language Class 

Teacher is a native Russian speaker. 
Every Thursday at 4pm beginning October 1

st
 

Concordia University 

Luther Hall, Room 222 

Contact Elena for more information : 
elenayarizko@gmail.com 

503.758.0674 

  

Sponsored by Concordiaôs M.Ed. TELS pro-
gram and the Department of International 
Studies 

 

 

  

mailto:elenayarizko@gmail.com
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 *Upcoming Events* 

September 
5 Sept 2009 

Saturday  10:00 am ï 12:00 noon    

  AHSGR Board Meeting   

  Concordia University Library 

  Members and guests are welcome to attend.  

 

17-20 Sept 2009 

  VOLGA GERMAN DEUTSCHESFEST   

  ODESSA, WASHINGTON 

 

20 Sept 2009 

Saturday 10:00 am ï 12:00 noon  

  Council of Northwest Chapters Fall Meeting 

  La Quinta Hotel 

  Ritzville, Washington 

 

26 Sept 2009 

Saturday 10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

  AHSGR Library Open 

  Concordia University Library 

  The public is welcome to attend. 

 

27Sept 2009 

Sunday 2:30 pm ï 4:00 pm 

  General Chapter Meeting, (see next page for details) 

  Concordia University Library  

October 
3 Oct 2009 

Saturday  10:00 am ï 12:00 noon 

  AHSGR Board Meeting   

  Concordia University Library 

  Members and guests are welcome to attend.  

 

23-25 Oct  Friday through Sunday   

  Grand Opening Center for Volga German Studies (see next page for details) 

  Library Concordia University 

  The public is welcome to attend.  

November 
7 Nov 2009 

Saturday  10:00 am ï 12:00 noon 

  AHSGR Board Meeting   

  Concordia University Library 

    

21 Nov 2009 

Saturday  1:00 pm ï 2:30 pm 

  AHSGR Board Meeting   

  Concordia University Library 

  Members and guests are welcome to attend.  
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General Chapter Meeting 
 

  Sunday 27
th

 Sept 2009 

  2:30 pm ï 4:00 pm 

  General Chapter Meeting  

  Concordia University Library  

 

Featuring: Dr. Brent Mai, an open discussion regarding our new CVGS,          

potential programs, activities and opportunities. 

 

All members, guests and friends of our extended community of Germans from 

Russia are welcome and are urged to attend. 

 

 

Grand Opening Center for Volga German Studies 
  

  Grand Opening Center for Volga German Studies   

  Library Concordia University CVGS       

   
  All Saturday events take place in the new Concordia University Library ï 3

rd
 floor, 2800 NE 

  Holman Street, Portland, Oregon 97211 (telephone: 503.493.6460) 

  

  October 24
th

 

  9am  Grand Opening ï  ribbon cutting of the new home of the Center for Volga German      

  Studies 

  

  9am ï 5pm Genealogy Workshop (several colony specialists will be available to answer     

  questions) 

  

  2pm ï 6pm Series of presentations by Richard Scheuerman, Steve Schreiber, Sherrie Stahl, 

  Brent Mai (among others) 

  

  October 25
th   

 

  11:30am at St. Michaels (6700 NE 29th Ave. ï across from the library to the east) 
  Traditional Volga German Lutheran Worship Service (in German with some ñsub 
  titlesò) 
 

  Officiant: The Rev. George Munich 

  Litergury will be taken from the ñAgende fuer die Evangelisch-Lutherischen Gemein
  den im Russischen Reicheò published in St. Petersburg in 1879 

  German songs and other special music 
 

  More information/details on the CVGS website (cvgs.cu-portland.edu). 
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A 

MEMORIAL  
To The  

VOLGA GERMAN ETHNIC CLEANSING  

68
TH

 ANNIVERSARY  

Of the 28 AUGUST 1941  

 

Decree of the presidium of the Supreme Sov iet of the USSR òConcerning the 

removal of Germans r esiding in the Districts in the Volga Regionó 

 

Resulting in  

 

The evacuation of Russian Germans from the Saratov and Stalingrad Di s tricts 

August ð September, 1941  

 

Millions of our ancestors were torn from their homes and banished to lives of 

cruel and inhumane servitude.  Families were destroyed, millions suffered.  

Most died horrible cruel deaths.  All Volga Germans became victims of delib e-

rate et hnic cleansing strategies.  

 

How many of your extended family  ancestors were victims?  Who were they?  

Did your parents or Grandp arents share their grief with you or share the whole 

truth with you? Why not?  Do we care enough to reme m ber the silent victims? 

and to honor and memorialize their tragic lives?  GET INVOL VED.  

 

Special Note: 

 
 A remembrance event will be held at a special service during the grand opening of the 

Center for Volga Germans Studies (CVGS) at Concordia University October 23-25, 2009.    
Everyone is welcome to share their talents and encouraged to volunteer their time.  Please call 

Brent Mai @ 503-493-6460 or Ed Wagner @ 503-221-1837.  Thank you 
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