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President’s Message

Everyoneviewing Seve Schreiber’
productionon theAlbina district’sld

GermanRussian neighbmod has
givenpositive feedbadkirstscreened
publicly at this summer'dlational
Convention of AHSGR amwl

subsequett at our Sptembe

meeting, it has brought back warr
memoriesto all from the area ang
inspired intere$tom all.

pute

Stevehas made a few dep on dvd
discswhich went fast. We hope N
makesmore for sale ase would
make wonderful prests.*

The elections of officers and boa
menbers was held at our Octab
meeting.

Officers elected wesr

Dr. Raymond Koch - President

Edward Wagner - 1st Vice
President

Howard Bauer - 2nd Vice
President

Diane Koch - Secretary

Lois Klaus - Treasurer

Board of Directa members elected
were:

Hanna Deines

Arla Elverud

Erna Markwart

Thesemembers will be iradled during
our Christmas program.

Somemembers arteaving difficultyn
hearingvhenseated in the rear of th
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meeting audience. We're going
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hawe to upgrade our projector and
sound systems.

Films are being transfed to vileo
tapeandthen todvd discs. We are not
equippedto showthem and must
borrow equipment to utilize some
outstanding programs for the
membership. Thanks to some expert
advice we're gaig forward with
coaching as to what we can do for
minimal expense.

Our library and researdatenter is
being upgraded. We can'toadeely

thankthe WilliamsArla,Howard, and
others volunteering time and effort.

With what we caaffer newmembers
in research and gurdze we should
haveno problenin attracting recrust
Send me your prospets fa
membership. No one will be
pressuretb join befordearning what
wehave in historical amgkrealogical
material.

Wewant to be inclusivew@ressure,
and sucessful in our approach to
prospects.

Your President,

Dr. Raymond P. Koch
Oregon Chapter of AHSGR

*Editor’s note: Steve Schreiber has
given the chapter permission to
make his dvd available. Copies can
be ordered from the Oregon
Chapter for $15.00 each. Contact
Ruth Williams at:
(503) 252-0902 or
e-mail: f26ruth@comcast.net
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Problems with AHSGR’s Bylaws
and Election Procedures

Editor’s note: Our purpose in publishing this is not
to embarrass any of the parties concerned. Itis to
protect all of AHSGR’s representation districts by
correcting the bylaws so that in the future other
districts, chapters and district representatives are
not put in the difficult position that AHSGR
members in the Oregon district have recently faced.

A copy of this was sent in early October to
AHSGR’s president, Mr. Ed Hoak, to give AHSGR
leadership an opportunity to respond with their
position on these matters. As we go to press, we
have not yet received a response. When we receive
a response, we will publish it so that readers can
hear directly from AHSGR’s leadership their
thinking on these problems and the appropriate
ways to correct flaws in the bylaws and election
procedures.

This past June dhe AHSGR annual meetgg
represntatve from the Oregon district was
electedinder unusualircumstanes. The person
wasnominated from th8oor bysomeorm not in
the Oregon dstrict and against thegessed will
of the Oregon cher leadersipi. The Oregon
chapter leaderspi asked thathte electin be
delayeduntil the Oregon chapterogld get to
know the nominee. AHSGR leadersmp éhe
parliamentariardid not find anything in hte
bylavs to impede an eléoh imposing the
nominee on tle Oregm represatation dstrict.

Within three months oflection the newly eledt
“Oregon”represertive moved to New Mexico.
The AHSGRpresidenandboard found nothing
unusual in a reprsentatve flom the
represetation distri¢:

1. living over 800 miles away from the dtstri

2. still being unkown to a najority of menbers
in the distric

3. who had not yet fimed a good working
relationship with the Oregon chepor a

significant nuimer of AHSGR nmembers in
the Oregon district

The AHSGR bylaws are flawed. They set up
represermtionsystenthat clearly imeant to iye
geographic diversity to AHSGR in board
represermdtion (¥eAHSGR Bylaws, Article VI,
sectisC, D, E F;Article XII, séions A. 2, B; and
Standingule 1) However, in sta of seingup a
clearlydefined remsenatonalsysém, he byhws
do not include a eguirement tha the
represntatve of a distict lve in the disict (or
closeto its boders) or be known arsdipported
by the distict chapér or a sigficant nunber of
AHSGR membes in the dstrict.

Webelievehe bylaws stuld be amended so that
persors who ‘represeti a district nust:

1. live in (or near the borders) of the
representation district

2. have the support of an AHSGR chapter
in the district or amajority of AHSGR
members in the district

3. have been a member of AHSGR and a
member of a chapter in the district the
nominee seeks to represent for at least
two years prior to nomination and
election

This would ppotect a districtfrom having a
representatve forcibly mposed ont by a mere
pluralityvote of othes who know nothing of the
district or its needs.

Readers are urged to send comments and
concerns on the issue to AHSGR’s president
at:

Mr. Ed Hoak, President
AHSGR

631 D Street

Lincoln, Nebraska 68502-1199
(402) 474-3363
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(Thisis part 2 of an article in the 1899 editiomef t
Encyclopedia Britannica. It was because of
Caherine’policies that marfgermangmmigratedo
Russiaand settled there.This article gives an
overviewof her life and infence on Rssian ad
European affairs.)

Catherine the Great (1720-1796)
(part 2)

As soon as shsas securely
seated upon tke throne,
Catherindoegarto attend to
the foreign interestsf her
empire. Here she zealdys
obsered the traditions o
RussiaDebarred iso man
ways from the fee
development of ther
resourcegndsurrounded i
almost every directionby
weak ard semi-barbaro
neighboursthe Muscovites

hadbeen constanthiming at the extensiof their
frontiers especially towardsethsea. This policy
Catheringook up, and no native gaian could have
bettercarried it out in itsalclating steadiness and
unscrupulousne§3ne ofherfirst steps (1763) was to
expelthe Saxon, duke of Courlaadgdto put Biron,
acreature of her owm his placeand by easeless
intrigueshe so managy¢hings in Courlandhat, it
was eventually glad to be ingorated wh the
Russiaempirg(1795). Towardséderickshe took a
threateningttitude athebeginning of her reign; but
finding nothing offensive to bhedf in the

Catherine - ¢. 1760

correspondena# the king with her late husband, and

seeingthat gea profit might be derived from the
good-will of Prussia, she rmdude with it an
offensiveand defensive allianadichcontinued to
the end of Frederiskreign.

It was chiefly with\eew to Poland thatittitreaty of
allancewasmade. The first result of it was thg
advanceof a Russian army to the Vistula to c8dmp
theelection oPoniatowski, amd lover of Catherin

to the throneof Poland (1763But this was only the
beginningof troubles. fie old question of the

\1%
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toleration of dissenters soon turned up; on

confederatiorthat of Radom, was formed by a party
of Polish nobles to enforce, and another, that of Bar,
to resistoleration. Catherine supported the former.
The confederation of Bar was defeated lznollen
up,andits members fled over the frontierg urkey
andAustria (1768). EhTurks, alarmexhd incensed
atthe progressf Russia on Polishogmd, fanatically
rushedntoa war (1768-1774) fwhich they were not
preparedand were disgracefldlgaten both by land
and sea. The Russian arms marched uasly
throughBessarabia, Miavia, and Wallachia to the
banksof the Danube; while aét led tiefly by
Endish seamen, sailed from Cronstadt roured th
coast®f Western Europe into tiMediterranean, and
aftersweepinghelLevant burned the Tkish fleet in
Tchesmo Bay (1770).

After the Turks had been so thaoghly disabled,
Catherindnad leisurence more to atterid the state
of Poland. The liberum veto, the freedom of
confederatiorthe want of a middtdassthe want of
unionand of a healthy public spirite thppression
and brutalizingof the peasantry, and many ath
causeshad reduced Poldrno a sate of incurable
diseas&vhichit is impossible to describe. During the
Seven Years’ War the Rarssrmies hadcessantly
marchedinchallenged overatPdish territory;Hat
splendidoppatunity for shaking off the northern
incubuswvas allowed to pass away. Lately, faanthe
pestilencénad so ravagetie country that pigs and
dogs devoured the unburied bodies of men; a loaf of
breadcould not be had for amhdred ducats.uB it
wasfrom no benevolen¢élingsowards Polanthat
Catherinavished to interfere witts territoryinstead
of favouring the effortsmade towards political
improvementher aim was simgtyprolong the state
of anarchy till she was ready to entengsolarga
shareof it aspossible. Frederick was the first to
suggest partial partition ofdPard as the best way
out of many existing diflulties. The project was
droppedfor a time, till Catherine that up, and
invitedPrussia and Augtito joinin it. Anagreement
wasat last come to (1772)d a covmon fund was
raisedo bribe the Polistliet, whiclgaveats consent
the following year.Catherinejn thisand the two
ensuingartitionsseized the lion’s share, in all about
two-thirds of the Polish territory. By the peace of
(continued on page 4)
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Catherine the Great - part2 (cont'd)

Thus was a evat consummated, which some

pretensionsf sypremacy over the Tartars in Southefn  historiansienounce as the fiestdeed irthe history

Kainardschwith the Turks (1774yho resigned all
RussiaCatherine was free dacupy allhe northern
shoreof the Black Sea. One Tartar khan was expel
andanother waisduced to abdicate; thartars were
massacreddnd a flourishing country reduced to
wildernessThe Crimea, Kuban, andanian we
finally annexed to the Russian empire 1783).

Towardsl787 Catherine begaretatertain stithore

magnificen sdhemes of conquesthes made a
progressas far as Kherson through the midst
flourishingtowns, villages, ararins by fine roads,
amidst festivals and illumations, &l of which

Potemkin had artificially extemporizeth the

wildernessin order to convince her how flourigii
the recent conquests were. One of the gates
Khersonbore the inscription, "This isethvay to

Byzantium.Catherine was goingftdfil thedreams
of her French flatters by chasing the Turk from
Europe,and restoring theyBantne empire. The
Turks were accordingly prdeexd into a new war

(1787-92),and were agairbeaten everywhere.
Important events in Polandhowever, arrested the
progressf Catherine on tHeanube, anthduced her

to make a peace with Turkeas§y, 1792), by wihic
the Dnieser became the boundastween the two

countries.

Englandand Prussia had been takihgstile attitude
to Russia. Under the furtheranceHeftzberg, the
Prussiaminister, mangeforms had beenintluced

into Polandand a constitutional hereditary monarchy

establishe1792). But aoafeceration of nobles,
opposedo these salutary changes, invokedithef
Catherinayho wa®nly too glad adin opportunity to
interfere; and as the progress dhe French
Revolution began to upset all existimplitical
combinations,and to discredit ewghing, like
constitutionalisnm governing quartePrussia found
it prudent to acquiesce in the arrangesnef
Catherine. She resdall the old abuses amized
uponwhatever territorgleased heallowing Prussia
asmall shee of it (1793). The resulting attempt at
national rising of Poland under Kosciusko failed; {
Russianarmies entered the heart of Poland a

of the worldand others justifiyot only as necessary

to the order and tranquillity &urope, but as a
ed, vindicdion of Heaven’s laws onaote who have
contemnedhem. Inany case, Catherimeist almost
alonebear the responsibilityigfandin her it would
be useless to seeérfanyother motive than an
unscrupulousimbiton. She had skilfullyken her
measuredor it, in securing the acquiescence or
cooperation of Prussia and Amis, and, in finally
pushingit on while thesena the other powersf
Centraland Western Europe were mare more
involving themselves in the terrible struggles of the
Revolution.She waa great hater of tiievolution;
butwhile others weendeavouring suppress it, she
profited by the opportunity ot acomplish the
partition of Poland

a

In the domestic government of Russia, Catherine
professedo ad on the principleshe had learned
from her French teacheMostof her plans, however,
provedillusory, in a country where all the elements
andconditions ofin ideatheory of government were
wantingeven ifCatherine had beparfectly resolute
in her aims. The attempt to introdwacode of laws
onthe model oMontesquiewas a failure; but in the
administratin,espeailly the administrah of justice,
in the wrtherance of education, of industry, and of
commercereal improvement ses to have been
effectedAll her schemes vilasuffered in two ays:
from the d&sence D
trustworthypublic servants,
andfrom thedefects of her
own character. In thigs in
other reigns, bribery and
corruptionwereprevalent to
anextraordinary degree, and
Catheme intrusted te
governmento her favourites
and to upstarts, to the
exclusionof the nobilityln
the capital, at her court, and
in her own circle thereigned themost systematic
a immorality,which she encouraged l®r lkexamle
he Frenchadmirers used to lda¢r theSemiramis of the
nd  North. Mr. Carlyle calls harfemale Louis Quarer.

Catherine the Great

stormedWarsaw (1794); and along with Austria and Shejustifiel both comparisonsybher beauty, her

Prussia, Catheereffected the last paon in 1795.

(continued on page 5)



Volume 24, Issue 6

CHRONICLE UNSERER LEUTE

Page 5

Catherine the Great - part2 (cont'd)

virtuous masculine ambition, and her summa
disregardf restrant. One favorite wadismissed
afteranother; but Potenmk
eclipsed all others by the
& extraordinary union of

| qualitiesmost requisite for
successin Russia,--beauty,
daring, extravagancge
ambition,ard in the length
of time his influencever
Catherine continued. From
1775till his death in 1791,
thatis, for a period dixteen

Ciregory Potembkin

yearshe was supreme; after

Catherine’personal inclination for hinat alated,
he supplied her with new favourites and retained {
powerfor himself, in all essential points directir
Russiarpolitics dumg that long period.oTall her
lovers she was munigat not only during thei
seasorof favour, but after #ir dismissal, loading
themwith presets and pensions to such an exter;
thataltogether thegre estimated to has@st Russia
about £20,000,000Towads the end of herign
discerningnenbegan to fear that $uextravagance,
andthe corruption anhdant upon suchsaate o
things,might leado the exhaustion of the empire. In
fact, the magnificence of her court, the marvellou
extentof her empire, her foign conquest ad the
imposingpostion she held among the sovereigns
theworld, only served bring into moreginful relief
themoralcorruption, theesni-barbarigiolence, the
hard-hartedcruelty, and systematiccnpulousnes
whichcharacterized the Russian courtl@dussian
policy. Things grewvorsetowards the end of he
reign.The progressf the French Revoluti@amped
allher sentimental gmusiasnfor reform. Thdriend
andcorrespondertdf Voltaire and D'Alenast, and
the patroness of Didet, lived long enough to
prohibitthe publication oFrerch works in Russia.
Shedied of apoplexyniNovember 1796, Thieest
accountof Catherine’s early life is ciméd in the
Memoingritten by herseli French, of which theis
an English translation (1859f%e also Hermann's
GeschicRsslandzarlyle’Eriedrich tBecombl.vi;
Rulhiere’$listoire ou anecdotda RevolutignRussie
en l'annee 17&2d hidHistoire de I'Arfaecde Pologn;
(T.K)

Y
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Koch's Kolumn
by Dr. Raymond P. Koch

Our board meetings at HanBeines' home are an
experiencel don't recommend for the efficient
executiveéype. We seem toeander, but the gabt
does get thoraighly covered before we make a
decision.

The refreshments ofdessert, ujce and coffee
furnishedby Hannare always a treat. No one seems
to resist ad "diets" suffer. The "H" in her name
definitely standsif "hospitality".

Weare in the process of upgrading amguter in

the library, shopping for an adequate projector, and
thanksto Ken Prickett and RidViliamswe have
knowledgeble counsel.

We areon the eve of initiating a modest publicity
campaignwhich we hope will result in some
membersip applitans.

Any of youwith younger relativespeers who could
appreciatdearning of their fahg higory, please
forwardthe names and addsssto me for an initial
mailcontact. You add evergive me the list at our
next meeting in November.

Whata geat time of the year! When the sun drops
belowthe horizon we can enjoigin sclol sports:
football and volleyball. For the soccer anoss
county fans they have to miss the leaves changing
color and dropping to watcibie Junge" compete
during daylight hars.

Thursdayight thedthof October, The Das hosted
MadrasHigh in botball. | wished that more of the
grandparentsrere still arcwd to watch Greenwalt,
Stroh, Neuberger akebch compete for Thalles
againsttwo Wunsch brotherand a Kisch fom
MadradHigh. The Dalles haanhore GR's and won--
although don't intend to attribute thectory to that
alone!

(continued on page 6)
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Koch’s Kolumn (cont’d)

Representativésom the Noth West Chapters of
AHSGR met in Kennewickor a meeting in which
positve, and not so positiveeports were dediked
by the presidents of thchapters. Funct®metted
new members for two of the chapters sponsoring
evats. The Yakima chapter enjoyed the benefits |of
publicityfrom their hosting of the AHSGRational
Convention and the programs which stulated
interest and new mers.

WallaWalla based Blue Mountain chapteld a
function at the Fort Walla Walla Museum and pafk
groundsat which the Butstie Tanzers performed,
andtwo ladies put on a skie had enjoyed previbus
depictingwo German ladies relaxigd chattingn
theirfront porch aboutieiritems ofinterest. | could
recollectmy Grandmother Koch, Mrs. Ktataller,
Mrs.Langmann and Mrs. Nagel following the same
format 50 yea ago as | eavesdrogp®n these
beautifullades in the sunset of their lives discusif
famly, faith, and the fate oélatives left in Rsis.
All had lost elatives violently befor al
communications esed in the earl®30's.

=4
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The Bible predicts catastrophic occurrences in the
future. Ashistory shows wd present worklrents
attest,man is cap#&b of heinous behavido his
fellow man.

Why can't alimen discover what most of us in th
UnitedStates an@anada have? Thé&eood in all
racesand ethnic growp It is't the good Lord who
warpsman's thinking and inspires inhumane behavior
to others.

11%

Now for somehelp you can gite Joanne Hummel
who produced our lasthristmas programs for us
andhas volunteed to @ it again. She will neeq
somevolunteers whoan reach her @03) 695-2741
intheevenings. Shell also need some children fo
theEnglidh and German pieceso§ram is December
13th at 2:00 pm, at Rigerst Church. (seage 7)

-

Thereis a rumor that Vladimir Putis gang to
releaséhe Belznickle from his "cave-arrest'isitee
Uralsintime to appear at o@hristmas progra We
haveanticipatdhisrelease and booked transportatign
in steeragi®r him from Riga, Latvia, on a cattle bog

:—F

Ed Wagner is picking him @ap the Newark, New
Jerseylocks and bringingrhiout in a horse ttar
andgiving him to ane andne as a "barn guest".
We'll bring him to Portland and the program.

Don't miss the November ming on Sunday,
Novembeth, at 2:30 to 4:00 pm/e will be having
apresentation of 927 film takeim Norka by Henry
Walkerandsmuggled out lifie German Consulate i
Moscow. (see page 8)

Thisfilm has been transfered to a video and is being
shown around in hopes more families can be
identified. | saw this movie in 18 at our first lad
conventionand wasfascnated at the scenes of
threshingharvesng, housing, builtys, and family
groups.

It was shown in the eat§30's on acreen attached
to the side of a house in the samekbésthe 2nd
German Congregational Church.

Folksremarked from the audience that " that was the
Kriegerfamily" or the Helzerbut no one tabulated
theidentities. Now we lack the old timers wiold
identify them.

Asasix or seven year old | remember the event and
somescenes but none of the names offdmeilies
other than Walker, Krieger, and Helzer.

Hopefully,someone can helpe goup working on
this project to identify scenes on the film.

See you there!

Sincerely,

Raymond Koch
President, Oregon Chapter AHSGR

UPDATE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS

Thoseof you receivingotification by e-mail that the

newslder is online, please sleyour current e-mai

address to Steve Szber at
schreibpdx@earthlink.net

E-mails are bouncing@dk to Stevas undeliverable

because peoplawe changed three-mail addresses.
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As the leaves bigto turn,
andFallbegins, mthoughts
turn to thoughts of the
annual Christmas program.

) AHSGR hee in Portland,
hassuch a fineradtion of
wonderful Christma
— —§ programsand looking over
someofthese pagirograms,
| am again reminded of damission”....... to kee
alivethose parks of our past, and to fan them int
flamesof fire and rememéanceduringthe upcoming
Christmas seadbn

Early Christian missionaries in r@any probably
never dreamed their aditions of “Weihnachten”
would be passed on frome@nangereration to
Germangeneration, and therobgh with them to
America, as they have been......

“Von Himmel hoch da kommah her
Ich bring euch gute neue Mar,

Der guten Mar bringh so viel,
Davon ich sing’n und sagen will...”

Theverses abovwmame easily from the mouths of th
young,intermngled with echoesf @ther favorites:
“O Tann@baun”, and “lhr Kindegin, Kommet,”
all songs that bouncedf the pot-belliedteve that
many early churches had to heat thaiilding.
Inspirationaland beautifully put together, she
programgeft an impression on
manyof us, as we all put forth
our best efforts to make the
progranmemorable. The best
pat was at the end ohé
sevice, when | remember
seeing the one and onl
Christmasreel’'ve ever sedit
with REAL candles!lt was a
sigh | shall never forget; the
singingof “Silent Night” and the candles blazing o
thetree...... with the ushecscling thdree, snuffing

D

out the candles that had buldno $ort. | think

AHSGR OREGON CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

back now, and appreciate more than ever, the
responsibilitgthose two menaerial in lighting the
tree....... whichcould have gone up flames, but
didn’t, due to theiwatchfulness.

OUR *“responsibility” seents be to carry on those
old traditions, begum ianother timeand another
placeand to joyfully shatieemwith our childreand
our children’s clditen!!

| have assumdiae responsibility of passimgny old
traditionsalong to a younger gettienra during this
Christmaseasn, in he hope that they will gai$
alongto theirchildren. | amasking your help inish
passing.

| am hoping to include tliellowing elements this
year’'s program, held on

Saturday, December 13, 2:00 pm
at Rivercrest Church
3201 NE 148"
Portland, Oregon

Spoken versesdiyldren
Remembrances of Christmas by
older members (3 minute time limit each)
Christmas cdso

Special music

Christmas Pageant by any age that wishes to
participate!!

IF you are ableplease participate in ghyear’s
endeavor and help pass along ce@s of
family/church tradions!!

Pleasecdl me if you'd like to paetpate.....Do it
soon, so we can get @lans put togethér!

THANKS!
Joanne Hummel
(503) 695-2741
IF no answer, please leave a message with your
number.
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*Upcoming Events**

NOVEMBER

4 Nov Tuesday, 7:00 pmpoard meeting, Hanna
Deines’ house

9 Nov Sunday, 2:30 pm
Special Showing

NORKA

film of 1927

Mr. BobBenson, Presidenttble AHSGR California
DistrictCounciland past presidenttbie Sacramento
Valley Chapter of AHSGR will visit puOregon
Chapter for the express purposef showing a
completevarsion of this rare 1927 film taken by Mr
Henry Walker of Portland, r@gon, during a
tracherousnd troubled ern our people’s histy.
Thefilm was smuggledit of Russia andaslismany
familiesand theitiving conditions iforka in1927.
Mr. Benson is coordinating a new version of tl
Norka film for distribution next year.

A goal of the meetinglirbeto identify as many of
thepeople in th film as psible All older members
of our community are urged to attend to help us
identify those filmed. You are invited to bring all
interested guests.

A SPECIAL INVITATION is extended to all
with ancestral roots in Norka and neighboring
villages. Share in the experience of seeing
relatives and friends of your parents and
grandparents.

19 Nov Wednesday, Genealogy Library open
1:00-6:00 pm*

DEZEMBER

2 Dez Tuesday, 7:00 pm, board meeagjrHanna
Deines’ home.

13 Dez Saturday, 2:00pm, Christmasrogram (see
pager),cookie exchangand installation of board of
directors for 2004 at Rivercrest Church.

17 Dez Wednesday - We will announce later if
the Genealogy Librarylvbe open on December
17.*

JANUAR

11 Jan Sunday, chapter meeting, 2:30-4:00 pm.
Guest speaker or specigrogram at Riverest
Church.

13 Jan Tuesday, 7:00 pm board meeting, Hanna
Deines’ house

21 Jan Wednesday, Genealogy Library op&r00-
6:00 pm.*

*Volunteersand full members whave free acssto
the libray. Trere will be a $4.00 charge &ll
visitors.

Meeting Places
Unlessotherwise noted, alhapter meengs and
genealogworkshops are helt Rivercest Church,
3201 NE 148 Portland, Oregon.

Boardmeetings are held atra Deines’s home,
located at 2008 NE 1%6Court, Portland, Oregon.
Phone: (503) 232-@03

Meeting Directions and Information
RivercresCommunity churcislocated between NE
SandBlvd. and NEHalsey Street on NE4&". Park
in the lower parking lot and follaiwe directional
signs to the meetingams.

Oregon Chapter meetings hetth Sairdays are
generalltwo and one-half haimlength andhclude
a potluck lunch. Please bring emtree,salad, or
desserto share and your own plated uénsils. At
the potluck lunches, $8r members an®2 for non-
memberss requested to help defray the cost of the
meeting faciliés.

OregonChaptemeetings helgh Sunday afternoons
are generally one and onefhaburs in lagth
Refreshmentwiill be sered at the meeting; and a
donationis requested to heflefray meeting facility
costs. Please note that theinSay afte-noon
meetings do not include a potluck lunch.

Guests are always welcome to any chapter
meeting or genealogy workshop.
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CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
2003-2004

President:

Dr. Raymond P. Koch (term expires 2003)
2904 Old Dufur Road

The Dalles, OR 9705848

(541) 296-6061

rpdlkoch@gorge.net

Vice President:

Ed Wagner (term expires December 2003)
2720 S.W. Montgomeryize

Portland, OR 9720533

(503) 228-0007

Fax: (503) 228-1016

Second Vice President:

Steve Schreiber (term expires December 2003)
6806 S.E. 35th Avenue

Portland, OR 9720288

(503) 774-9753

schreibpdx@earthk.net

Secretary:

Laurel Anderson (term expires 2003 )
8214 S.W. 2nd Avenue

Portland, OR 9721%@4

(503) 244-5441
laurelabooks@juno.com

Treasurer:

Lois Klaus (term expires 2003 )
111 N.E. 67th Avenue
Portland, OR 9721339

(503) 232-3065
Ikklaus@earthlinkeh

Directors:

Dr. William Wiest (term expires December
2004)

5009 S.E. 46th Avenue

Portland, OR 9720®4%83

(503) 771-4321

wiest@reed.edu

Directors (continued)

Lorraine Miller (term expires December 2004)
13605 N.E. Clackamas St.

Portland, OR 9723@36

(503) 252-8475

Shirley Hurrell (term expires December 2004)
16525 S.W. Rigert Taoe

Beaverton, OR 9700824

(503) 642-4105

shurrell@spiritone.com

Hanna Deines (term expires December 2003)
2008 NE 156th

Portland, OR 9723287

(503) 252-6036

Diane Koch (term expires December 2003)
2904 Old Dufur Road

The Dalles, OR 9705848

(541) 296-6061

rpdlkoch@gorge.net

Erna Markwart (term expires December 2003)
1535 N.E. 168th Place

Portland, OR 9723@62

(503) 254-4454

Articles for Chronicle Unserer Leute

Deadlines for submission of articles for the
Chronicle Unserer Leute are:

December 15 for theJanuary/February 2004
issue
February 15 for the March/April 2004 issue
April 15 for the May/June 2004 issue
June 15 for the July/August 2004 issue
August 15 for the September/October 2004 issue

Please send submissions to Terri Williams,
editor:
Chronicle Unserer Leute
1830 NE 141t Avenue
Portland, OR 97230

or e-mailtw-CBL@comcast.net
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IT'S TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2004!

Membership fees are for a calendar yeaetteats each January 1*. Dues shown below indei$10 for an
Oregon Chapter membership. The remaining fee is for membership in the AHSGR international organizatic

AHSGR Oregon Chapter Membership Form

Membership Categes - Annual Intertianal and Oregon ChaptDues
Individual & Family $ 60

Institutional $ 60
Contributing $ 85
Sustaining $110

Int’l Life Member  $750 (may be paid 5 annual instahents--add $10 taeh installment focChapter dues)

Int’l Life Member $ 10 (for fully paid bernational Life Mabers who pay onlyh@pter dues)

Student (15-24) $ 15 (Receive 4 newsletters, Youth Membership packet, Membership card, and discou
Youth (1 - 14) $ 8 on specially advexidooks and special eention benefits.)

Newsletters Only $ 12 For non-members

New Member Renewal Individual Family Youth Student
Membership Year 200

Name(s)

Address

City State Zip Code
Telephone E-Mail

I would like my Oregon Chapter newsletter delivered by e-mail (Adobe Acrobat format) Yes No

In order for usd service our memliséip more effectilye please list all ofywoGerman family namasd all
villages that you believe your ancestors are from.
Ancestral Villages - Please specify for each member

Surnames - Please specify for each member

There are many oppuanities to help buildur chapter. Let k®ow if you desire fmarticipate actively.:

Genealogy Workshops Other

Newsletter Publicity

Library Ways & Means

Programs Reminder Calls for Upcoming Meetings
Hospitality Sunshine

Please make all checks payable to AHSGR OREGON CHAPTER and send your membership dues and
applications to:
Ruth Williams, 1830 NE 141** Avenue, Portland, OR 97230-4056
Phone: 503-252-0902  E-mail: f26ruth@comcast.net
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In 1902, Johann Jacob

| Rommel and family left
| HussenbachRusga for the
- United States. They arrived
" in Quebec City on Lake
- Champlaincame down the
Lakeand entered thégnited

| States at St. AlbaMsaine.

- | Accompanyinglohann was
- | George Mehling and his
wife Anna (Rommel)
Mehling along witha young
child, Mary Elizabeth
Rommel, and Catherina
Rommel. Johann Jacob left
one daugher, Mary
Barbara (Rommel) David,
already maried, there to
later come to Rhein
Saskatchean., Canada. In
the spaceof the 10-day
voyagethe Mehlings gave
birth to a daughteElsie.

Seated: George & Anna Mehling with their three children;Johann Jacob Rommel
c. 1904

Theywere sponsored by tbewald family of Ritzville, Washingtollrs. Dewald and Johann Jacob’s wife were
sistes. They werd&othenbergers. Johann Jacob’senlied in 1892-- neverade it to the US. We bedidhis
picturewas taken circa 1904. Standing left to rigkttieeandMary Elizabeth; seated af@eorge andAnna and
theirthree children and ohet extreme righiphann Jacob, our great-granather Hedied in 1905 in Ritzville,
WashingtornKatie went on to marriielmet Christus Kettelson andMary Elizabeth marriedlohann George
Linker the same year. (Sultedtby Shirley Hurtkel

Successful Research in Germany Marie Krieger Featured in Articles
volvement with AHSGR has www.ahsgr.ofg.

Successi searches for anceatrfamily roots in | b ciln™ Lucoae Our own  Marie

Germanyhave been a work inquress for several mw;;n;;-:ulmsvu s A _Krlegerwa_s featured

years.Over three dozen Volganfily lines havgeen | presiseamenes in aletter in the July

10, 2003, Odessa
Record (Odessa
WA) and n the
article “Servimg
others has is
rewards”in the Fal
20083 issue ©
Newsbreaks, the
Regence HMO
Oregon publication.

locatedand researched ine@nany back asarly a | L=
the 1500's. T

If you commissioned or have access to faouly
chartby Dr. Pleve, we mag able to help you with
your early family ancestny 16" or 17" century
Germany.

Please contact Ed Wagner at (503) 228-0007 if you
are interested in this research.
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T'WAS THE NIGHT BEFORE
CHRISTMAS

- GENEALOGIST VERSION
Updated:
Electronic mail message from Gail Gordon,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (gmgordon@excpc.com

"T'was the night befe Christmas when #irough
the house

Not a creature wasrahg, not even mysuse.
The dining room tadlwith clutter was gad
With pedigree chartscawith letters whiclagl...
"Too bad about the datar fwhich you had wréh
It was lost in thetacks at Visitatiord Britain."
Piles of old copied wills, deeds, andch

Were proof that my work had become much to
much.

Our children wereestled all snug ingir beds,
While visions of sugalums danced in tiveheads.
As | sat at my computer, | was ready to drop
From entering datan@ousins, whosedis never
stop.

Christmas was here, and such was my lot
That presents and goodies and toys | forgot.
Had | not been so busyitty my grandpareistwills,
I'd not have forgotte to shop for such thrills.
While others bought gifts that would bring
Christmas cheers;

I'd spent time resedning marriages arairth years.

While | was thus musing about my sad plight,

A strange noise onetteawn gave me such a great
fright.

Away to the window | flew in a flash,

Tore open the drapes and | yanked up the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear

But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer.

Up to the housetop¢ reindeer they flew,

With a sleigh full of toys, and Saint Nicholas too.
And then in a twinkle, | heard on the roof

The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoof.

The TV antenna wa®match for their horns,

As | looked at our roof with hoof-prints adorned.

~NJ

As | drew in my head, and bumped it on the sash,
Down the cold chimney fell Santa - KER-RASH!
"Dear" Santa had comerfraghe roof in a wreck,
And tracked soot ohé carpet, (I could ing his
short neck!)

Spotting my face, gooldl Ganta could see

| had no Christmagisit as you'll have amgree.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work
And filled all the stockings, (I felt like a jerk).

Here was Santa, who'd brought such gladness and
joy;

When I'd been too busyrfeven one toy.

He spied my researam the table all spread

"A genealogist!" He cridtily face was all red!)
"Tonight I've met many like you", Santa grinned.
And he pulled from h&sack a large book he had
penned.

| gazed with amazement thet cover which said
"Your Genealogy Lines - Ne'er Before Read"

"I know what it's likeothave the genealogy bug,"”
He said, as he gave me a @aata Hug.

"While the elves make the sleighful of toys | now
carry,

| do lots of reseah in the North Poleibrary!

A special treat | amub able to bring,

To genealogy folks whkan't find a thing.

Now off you go to your bed for a rest,

I'll clean up the houséth this genealogy rae's
As | climbed up theadts full of gladnesand glee,
| looked back at Santa whbrought much to me
While settling in bedhkard Santa's clear \Wajs
To his team, which then rose like the down of a
thistle

And | heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight,
"Family History is Ful Merry Christmas!
Goodnight!"

Printed with permission of the
Germans from Russia Heritage
Collection,

NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND
[www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/grhc]
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The Oregon Chapter of AHSGR Offers Our Published Book Titled

BRUNO

by Bruno Reule, as told to Rev. James Estes

This book has been published by the Oregon Chapter of AHSGR at the price of $20.00. Postage and hand
are $3.50 per book. Purchase 5 or more books and receive a 10% discount ($18.00 per book) or purchase
more books and receia 20% dicount ($16.0£r pook)

Order Form

Please send me copies of Bruno’s book. | have enclosed a check payable to “AHSGR Oregon
Chapter’and understand that postage and handling is $3.50 per book

Name
Address
City State Zipcode
Telephone E-Mail
FRANK VILLAGE FAMILY list of available books is shown at the botdmhis
GENEALOGICAL REGISTERS page.

|
AVAILABLE! In addition, Doris has indicated she will try to

print personal ancestry or Ahnentafel charts, wall
charts, and German family histories as her time
and energies permit. Contact Ed Wagner for
more information.

Your Oregon Chapter of AHSGR hasmost prized
possessionthe comprehensivdata base for the
village of Frank, Ruasasompiled by DoriEvans

over 10+ years. Thiatabase contains 0%80,000
namesand the informatioan over 65 family chiar

preparedy Dr. Igor Pleve in addition to numeroug
censugoublications,church records, figntistories
and other sources.

For family registers, please make checks payable to:
“AHSGR OREGON CHAPTER".

Mail to: Ed Wagner, 2720 SW Montgay Dr.,
Portland, OR 97201.

DorisEvansFrankVillageCoordinator, has cqited Phone: (503) 228-00G7AX: (503) 228-1015

Genealogic&egistes fora select number of fayn
linesfrom Frank. Some Regs list over 10,000
descendantsf the original family aestor who first
settled in Frank in €11760's.

Proceeds will be usedobtain additionaldtorical
documentation fohe village of Frank anelated
communities.

Available bookgimen, Bauer, Bastron, Batt,
Bernhardt, Borgens, Eckhardt, Fahrenbruch,
Gettman, Gruenwald, Guenther, Hartung,
Hock, Hoff, Hoffman, Hofferber, Kissler, Klein,
Knopf, Lebsock, Leonhardt, Schafer, Schillereff,
Schoessler, Sell, Stroh, Trupp, Urich, Wagner,
Willman, Zeiler, Zitzmann.

The Oregon Chapterfothe American Historical
Socety of Germans from Russia is printing and
makingavailable a limited numioéfamily histore
for Frank descendantsagtriceof $100.00 per book.
Somefamily bookscome in two volumes dncost
$135.00.Postage and handling&0Qoer book. A
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF GERMANS FROM RUSSIA
OREGON CHAPTER

4616 SE ADAMS

MILWAUKIE, OR 97222

NOTICE on 2004 DUES

Paymenof dues for 2004 should hadeBEFORE
January 1, 2004, if possiblelt isimportant that tisi
bedone in dimely manner. Please send or give yq
payment(cad or check) to Charles Willigy1830
N.E. 141st Avenue, Patld, OR 972304056. If
you have any quisns, please call Chuck a
503-252-0902 or loKlaus at 503-23D65.

We Want Your Pictures and Stories
(see page 11 for example)
Please send:

1)a scanned image (200dpipr

2)a photo quality print (youcan do this at Kinko’s
or other printing shops fabout $per page—and you
canput anumber of regular size photos on page)

of a favoritgphoto of your Geran-Russiaancestors
with a short descriptioaf the photo including as
manyor all of the followig as you can provide:
names of the people, date, place, event, other
information, your name

Sendscanned images (attached to your e-mail) to:
tw-CBL@comcast.net
Pleasenention irthesubject linBCUL newsletter”

Pleassendohoto prints to: CUL Newsletter, 1830
NE 141 Avenue, Portland, OR 97230

This issue can be viewed online at:
http://www.volgagermans.net/
portland/newsletter.htm

ur

Dr. Richard Arthur Koch
Dr. Richard Arthur Kochy5, died at his home in
Pilot Rock Oregon, oruday, October 12, 2003

Rich was born on BAgust27, 1928, in Portland,
Oregon,to Peter and Anna Marie Harding Koch,
ethnicGermans from Ruas He &tended Highland
Grade School, Jefferson High School (Class of
Januarg945), Oregon State legkand Universitgf
OregonMedicé School. He earned AllCiootball
honorsn the Portlanthterscholasticeague. He was

in the Army for the Occupation of Japan.

Rich obtained his medicdégee in 1954, and had
practiceanedicine in Pilot RoaRyegon, since 1955.
He had an active practice at the timei®tleath, and
was on the medicalstdf at Eastern Oregon
Correctionalnstitution. He ab wa chairman of
WildhorseCasino Board of Gactors, where heas

a charter member.

He loved sports, andas inved to try out for the
Olympictrapsiooting team. He also enjoyeature,
animalsggecially dogs, bookausic, and the over
2000 babies he delivenedhis practice.

He was honored with Qgen State’s E. B. Lem
Distinguishedlumni Award in 198dthe Charles
A. Preuss Distingehed Alumnus Award from
OregonHealth Sciences in 1989.11844,he won
JeffersorHigh Scbhol’'s Hopkins-Jenkins award for
achievement in athletics, academics, and citizenship.

Rich is survived byshwife of 50 yearsaW Kay
McBee Koch; daughters, Mary Ann (Mrs. R. Wayne
Low) of Pilot Rock anflusan (Mrs. Joalbot Jr.)

of Pendleton; fougrandchildren, Ricliaand Tim

Low and Jake and Jackie Talbot; brothers, Raymond
Koch of The Dalles, and Norman Koch of Keizer;
and four nieces arfive nephews.



