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President’s Message

Everyone viewing Steve Schreiber’s
production on the Albina district’s old
German Russian neighborhood has
given positive feedback. First screened
publicly at this summer's National
Convention of AHSGR and
subsequently at our September
meeting, it has brought back warm
memories to all from the area and
inspired interest from all.

Steve has made a few copies on dvd
discs which went fast.  We hope he
makes more for sale as they would
make wonderful presents.*

The elections of officers and board
members was held at our October
meeting.  

Officers elected were:
  Dr. Raymond Koch - President
  Edward Wagner - 1st Vice
    President
  Howard Bauer -  2nd Vice
    President
  Diane  Koch - Secretary
  Lois Klaus - Treasurer

Board of Directors members elected
were:
  Hanna Deines
  Arla Elverud
  Erna  Markwart

These members will be installed during
our Christmas program.

Some members are having difficulty in
hearing when seated in the rear of the
meeting audience.  We're going to

have to upgrade our projector and
sound systems.

Films are being transferred to video
tape and then to dvd discs.  We are not
equipped to show them and must
borrow equipment to utilize some
outstanding programs for the
membership.  Thanks to some expert
advice we're going forward with
coaching as to what we can do for
minimal expense.

Our library and research center is
being upgraded.  We can't adequately
thank the Williams, Arla, Howard, and
others volunteering time and effort.

With what we can offer new members
in research and guidance we should
have no problem in attracting recruits.
Send me your prospects for
membership.  No one will be
pressured to join before learning what
we have in historical and genealogical
material.

We want to be inclusive, low pressure,
and successful in our approach to
prospects.

Your  President,

Dr. Raymond  P.  Koch 
Oregon Chapter of AHSGR     
     
*Editor’s note: Steve Schreiber has
given the chapter permission to
make his dvd available.  Copies can
be ordered from the Oregon
Chapter for $15.00 each.  Contact
Ruth Williams at:
             (503) 252-0902 or
    e-mail: f26ruth@comcast.net
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Problems with AHSGR’s Bylaws
and Election Procedures

Editor’s note: Our purpose in publishing this is not
to embarrass any of the parties concerned.  It is to
protect all of AHSGR’s representation districts by
correcting the bylaws so that in the future other
districts, chapters and district representatives are
not put in the difficult position that AHSGR
members in the Oregon district have recently faced.

A copy of this was sent in early October to
AHSGR’s  president, Mr. Ed Hoak, to give AHSGR
leadership an opportunity to respond with their
position on these matters.  As we go to press, we
have not yet received a response.  When we receive
a response, we will publish it so that readers can
hear directly from AHSGR’s leadership their
thinking on these problems and the appropriate
ways to correct flaws in the bylaws and election
procedures.

This past June at the AHSGR annual meetings a
representative from the Oregon district was
elected under unusual circumstances.  The person
was nominated from the floor by someone not in
the Oregon district and against the expressed will
of the Oregon chapter leadership.  The Oregon
chapter leadership asked that the election be
delayed until the Oregon chapter could get to
know the nominee.  AHSGR leadership and the
parliamentarian did not find anything in the
bylaws to impede an election imposing the
nominee on the Oregon representation district.

Within three months of election the newly elected
“Oregon” representative moved to New Mexico.
The AHSGR president and board found nothing
unusual in a representative from the
representation district:

1.  living over 800 miles away from the district
2. still being unknown to a majority of members 
     in the district
3.  who had not yet formed a good working
    relationship with the Oregon chapter or a

     significant number of AHSGR members in
     the Oregon district

The AHSGR bylaws are flawed.  They set up a
representation system that clearly is meant to give
geographic diversity to AHSGR in board
representation (see AHSGR Bylaws, Article VI,
sections C, D, E, F; Article XII, sections A. 2, B; and
Standing Rule I).  However, in spite of setting up a
clearly defined representational system, the bylaws
do not include a requirement that the
representative of a district live in the district (or
close to its borders) or be known and supported
by the district chapter or a significant number of
AHSGR members in the district.

We believe the bylaws should be amended so that
persons who “represent” a district must:

1.  live in (or near the borders) of the
     representation district
2.  have the support of an AHSGR chapter
     in the district or a majority of AHSGR
     members in  the district
3.  have been a member of AHSGR and a
     member of a chapter in the district the
     nominee seeks to represen t for at least
     two years prior to nomination and
     election 

This would protect a district from having a
representative forcibly imposed on it by a mere
plurality vote of others who know nothing of the
district or its needs.

Readers  are urged to send comments and
concerns on the issue to AHSGR’s president
at:

Mr. Ed Hoak, President
AHSGR
631 D Street
Lincoln, Nebraska   68502-1199
(402) 474-3363



Catherine - c. 1760

Volume 24, Issue 6                        CHRONI CLE UNSERER LEUTE                                                 Page 3
(This is part 2 of an article in the 1899 edition of the
Encyclopedia Britannica.  It was because of
Catherine’s policies that many Germans immigrated to
Russia and settled there.  This article  gives an
overview of her life and influence on Russian and
European affairs.)

Catherine the Great (1720-1796)
(part 2)

As soon as she was securely
seated upon the throne,
Catherine began to attend to
the foreign interests of her
empire. Here she zealously
observed the traditions of
Russia. Debarred in so many
ways f rom the free
development of their
resources, and surrounded in
almost every direction by
weak and semi-barbarous
neighbours, the Muscovites
had been constantly aiming at the extension of their
frontiers especially towards the sea. This policy
Catherine took up, and no native Russian could have
better carried it out in its calculating steadiness and
unscrupulousness One of her first steps (1763) was to
expel the Saxon, duke of Courland, and to put Biron,
a creature of her own, in his place; and by ceaseless
intrigue she so managed things in Courland, that, it
was eventually glad to be incorporated with the
Russian empire (1795). Towards Frederick she took a
threatening attitude at the beginning of her reign; but
finding nothing offensive to herself in the
correspondence of the king with her late husband, and
seeing that great profit might be derived from the
good-will of Prussia, she concluded with it an
offensive and defensive alliance, which continued to
the end of Frederick’s reign. 

It was chiefly with a view to Poland that this treaty of
alliance was made. The first result of it was the
advance of a Russian army to the Vistula to compel
the election of Poniatowski, an old lover of Catherine,
to the throne of Poland (1763). But this was only the
beginning of troubles. The old question of the
toleration of dissenters soon turned up; one

confederation, that of Radom, was formed by a party
of Polish nobles to enforce, and another, that of Bar,
to resist toleration.  Catherine supported the former.
The confederation of Bar was defeated and broken
up, and its members fled over the frontiers to Turkey
and Austria (1768). The Turks, alarmed and incensed
at the progress of Russia on Polish ground, fanatically
rushed into a war (1768-1774) for which they were not
prepared, and were disgracefully beaten both by land
and sea. The Russian arms marched victoriously
through Bessarabia, Moldavia, and Wallachia to the
banks of the Danube; while a fleet, led chiefly by
English seamen, sailed from Cronstadt round the
coasts of Western Europe into the Mediterranean, and
after sweeping the Levant burned the Turkish fleet in
Tchesmo Bay (1770).            

After the Turks had been so thoroughly disabled,
Catherine had leisure once more to attend to the state
of Poland.  The liberum veto, the freedom of
confederation, the want of a middle class, the want of
union and of a healthy public spirit, the oppression
and brutalizing of the peasantry, and many other
causes, had reduced Poland to a state of incurable
disease which it is impossible to describe. During the
Seven Years’ War the Russian armies had incessantly
marched unchallenged over the Polish territory; that
splendid opportunity for shaking off the northern
incubus was allowed to pass away. Lately, famine and
pestilence had so ravaged the country that pigs and
dogs devoured the unburied bodies of men; a loaf of
bread could not be had for a hundred ducats. But it
was from no benevolent feelings towards Poland that
Catherine wished to interfere with its territory; instead
of favouring the efforts made towards political
improvement, her aim was simply to prolong the state
of anarchy till she was ready to enter upon as large a
share of it as possible.  Frederick was the first to
suggest a partial partition of Poland as the best way
out of many existing difficulties. The project was
dropped for a time, till Catherine took it up, and
invited Prussia and Austria to join in it. An agreement
was at last come to (1772); and a common fund was
raised to bribe the Polish diet, which gave its consent
the following year.  Catherine, in this and the two
ensuing partitions, seized the lion’s share, in all about
two-thirds of the Polish territory. By the peace of

(continued on page 4)
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Catherine the Great - part 2 (cont’d)

pretensions of supremacy over the Tartars in Southern
Kainardschi with the Turks (1774), who resigned all
Russia, Catherine was free to occupy all the northern
shore of the Black Sea. One Tartar khan was expelled,
and another was induced to abdicate; the Tartars were
massacred, and a flourishing country reduced to a
wilderness. The Crimea, Kuban, and Taman were
finally annexed to the Russian empire 1783).

Towards 1787 Catherine began to entertain still more
magnificent schemes of conquest. She made a
progress as far as Kherson through the midst of
flourishing towns, villages, and farms, by fine roads,
amidst festivals and illuminations, all of which
Potemkin had artificially extemporized in the
wilderness, in order to convince her how flourishing
the recent conquests were.  One of the gates of
Kherson bore the inscription, "This is the way to
Byzantium." Catherine was going to fulfil the dreams
of her French flatterers by chasing the Turk from
Europe, and restoring the Byzantine empire. The
Turks were accordingly provoked into a new war
(1787-92), and were again beaten everywhere.
Important events in Poland, however, arrested the
progress of Catherine on the Danube, and induced her
to make a peace with Turkey (Jassy, 1792), by which
the Dniester became the boundary between the two
countries.

England and Prussia had been taking a hostile attitude
to Russia. Under the furtherance of Hertzberg, the
Prussian minister, many reforms had been introduced
into Poland, and a constitutional hereditary monarchy
established (1792).  But a confederation of nobles,
opposed to these salutary changes, invoked the aid of
Catherine, who was only too glad of an opportunity to
interfere; and as the progress of the French
Revolution began to upset all existing political
combinations, and to discredit everything, like
constitutionalism in governing quarters, Prussia found
it prudent to acquiesce in the arrangements of
Catherine.  She restored all the old abuses and seized
upon whatever territory pleased her, allowing Prussia
a small share of it (1793). The resulting attempt at a
national rising of Poland under Kosciusko failed; the
Russian armies entered the heart of Poland and
stormed Warsaw (1794); and along with Austria and
Prussia, Catherine effected the last partition in 1795.

Thus was an event consummated, which some
historians denounce as the foulest deed in the history
of the world, and others justify not only as necessary
to the order and tranquillity of Europe, but as a
vindication of Heaven’s laws on those who have
contemned them. In any case, Catherine must almost
alone bear the responsibility of it, and in her it would
be useless to seek for any other motive than an
unscrupulous ambition. She had skilfully taken her
measures for it, in securing the acquiescence or
cooperation of Prussia and Austria, and, in finally
pushing it on while these and the other powers of
Central and Western Europe were more and more
involving themselves in the terrible struggles of the
Revolution.  She was a great hater of the Revolution;
but while others were endeavouring to suppress it, she
profited by the opportunity to accomplish the
partition of Poland.        

In the domestic government of Russia, Catherine
professed to act on the principles she had learned
from her French teachers. Most of her plans, however,
proved illusory, in a country where all the elements
and conditions of an ideal theory of government were
wanting, even if Catherine had been perfectly resolute
in her aims. The attempt to introduce a code of laws
on the model of Montesquieu was a failure; but in the
administration, especially the administration of justice,
in the furtherance of education, of industry, and of
commerce, real improvement seems to have been
effected. All her schemes vitally suffered in two ways:

from the absence of
trustworthy public servants,
and from the defects of her
own character. In this, as in
other reigns, bribery and
corruption were prevalent to
an extraordinary degree, and
Catherine intrusted the
government to her favourites
and to upstarts, to the
exclusion of the nobility. In
the capital, at her court, and

in her own circle there reigned the most systematic
immorality, which she encouraged by her example.
French admirers used to call her the Semiramis of the
North. Mr. Carlyle calls her a female Louis Quatorze.
She justified both comparisons by her beauty, her

(continued on page 5)
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Catherine the Great - part 2 (cont’d)

virtuous  masculine ambition, and her summary
disregard of  restraint. One favorite was dismissed

after another;  but Potemkin
eclipsed all others by the
extraordinary union of
qualities most requisite for
success in Russia,--beauty,
dar ing , ex t ravagance,
ambition, and in the length
of time his influence over
Catherine continued. From
1775 till his death in 1791,
that is, for a period of sixteen
years, he was supreme; after

Catherine’s personal inclination for him had abated,
he supplied her with new favourites and retained the
power for himself, in all essential points directing
Russian politics during that long period. To all her
lovers she was munificent, not only during their
season of favour, but after their dismissal, loading
them with presents and pensions to such an extent,
that altogether they are estimated to have cost Russia
about £20,000,000. Towards the end of her reign
discerning men began to fear that such extravagance,
and the corruption attendant upon such a state of
things, might lead to the exhaustion of the empire. In
fact, the magnificence of her court, the marvellous
extent of her empire, her foreign conquests, and the
imposing position she held among the sovereigns of
the world, only served to bring into more painful relief
the moral corruption, the semi-barbaric violence, the
hard-hearted cruelty, and systematic unscrupulousness
which characterized the Russian court and the Russian
policy.  Things grew worse towards the end of her
reign. The progress of the French Revolution damped
all her sentimental enthusiasm for reform. The friend
and correspondent of Voltaire and D'Alembert,  and
the patroness of Diderot, lived long enough to
prohibit the publication of French works in Russia.
She died of apoplexy in November 1796, The best
account of Catherine’s early life is contained in the
Memoirs written by herself in French, of which there is
an English translation (1859).  See also Hermann's
Geschichte Russlands; Carlyle’s Friedrich the Second, vol. vi;
Rulhière’s Histoire ou anecdotes sur la Revolution de Russie
en l'annee 1762, and his Histoire de l'Anarchie de Pologne.
(T.K.)

 Koch's Kolumn
by Dr. Raymond P. Koch

Our  board meetings at Hanna Deines' home are an
experience I don't recommend for the efficient
executive type.  We seem to meander, but the subject
does get thoroughly covered before we make a
decision.

The refreshments of dessert, juice and coffee
furnished by Hanna are always a treat.  No one seems
to resist and "diets" suffer.  The "H" in her name
definitely stands for "hospitality".

We are in the process of upgrading our computer in
the library, shopping for an adequate projector, and
thanks to Ken Prickett and Rick Williams we have
knowledgeble counsel.

We are on the eve of initiating a modest publicity
campaign which we hope will result in some
membersip applications.

Any of you with younger relatives or peers who could
appreciate learning of their family history, please
forward the names and addresses to me for an initial
mail contact.  You could even give me the list at our
next meeting in November.

What a great time of the year! When the sun drops
below the horizon we can enjoy high school sports:
football and volleyball.  For the soccer and cross
country fans they have to miss the leaves changing
color and dropping to watch "Die Junge" compete
during daylight hours.

Thursday night the 9th of October, The Dalles hosted
Madras High in football.  I wished that more of the
grandparents were still around to watch Greenwalt,
Stroh, Neuberger and Koch compete for The Dalles
against two Wunsch brothers and a Kirsch from
Madras High.  The Dalles had more GR's and won--
although I don't intend to attribute the victory  to that
alone!

(continued on page 6)
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Representatives from the North West Chapters  of
AHSGR met in Kennewick for a meeting in which
positive,  and not so positive, reports were delivered
by the presidents of the chapters.  Functions netted
new members for two of the chapters sponsoring
events.  The Yakima chapter enjoyed the benefits of
publicity from their hosting of the AHSGR National
Convention and the programs which stimulated
interest and new members.

Walla Walla based Blue Mountain chapter held a
function at the Fort Walla Walla Museum and park
grounds at which the Deutsche Tanzers performed,
and two ladies put on a skit we had enjoyed previously
depicting two German ladies relaxing and chatting on
their front porch about their items of interest.  I could
recollect my Grandmother Koch, Mrs. Markstaller,
Mrs. Langmann  and Mrs. Nagel following the same
format 50 years ago as I eavesdropped on these
beautiful ladies in the sunset of their lives discusing
family, faith, and the fate of relatives left in Russia. 
All had lost relatives violently before all
communications ceased in the early 1930's.

The Bible predicts catastrophic occurrences in the
future.  As history shows us and present world events
attest, man is capable of heinous behavior to his
fellow man.

Why can't all men discover what most of us in the
United States and Canada have?  There is good in all
races and ethnic groups.  It isn't the good Lord who
warps man's thinking and inspires inhumane behavior
to others.

Now for some help you can give to Joanne Hummel
who produced our  last Christmas programs for us
and has volunteered  to do it again.  She will need
some volunteers who can reach her at (503) 695-2741
in the evenings.   She will also need some children for
the English and German pieces. Program is December
13th at 2:00 pm, at Rivercrest Church. (see page 7)

There is a rumor that Vladimir Putin is going to
release the Belznickle from his "cave-arrest" site in the
Urals in time to appear at our Christmas program.  We
have anticipated his release and booked transportation
in steerage for him from Riga, Latvia, on a cattle boat.

Ed Wagner is picking him up at the Newark, New
Jersey docks and bringing him out in a  horse trailer
and giving him to Diane and me as a "barn guest".
We'll bring him to Portland and the program.

Don't miss the November meeting on Sunday,
November 9th, at 2:30 to 4:00 pm.  We will be having
a presentation of a 1927 film taken in Norka by Henry
Walker and smuggled out by the German Consulate in
Moscow. (see page 8)

This film  has been transfered to a video and is being
shown around in hopes more families can be
identified.  I saw this movie in 1973 at our first local
convention and was fascinated at the scenes of
threshing, harvesting, housing, buildings, and family
groups.

It was shown in the early 1930's on a screen attached
to the  side of a house in the same block as the 2nd
German Congregational Church.

Folks remarked from  the audience that " that was the
Krieger family" or the Helzers, but no one tabulated
the identities.  Now we lack the old timers who could
identify them.

As a six or seven year old I remember  the event and
some scenes but none of the names of the families
other than Walker, Krieger, and Helzer.

Hopefully, someone can help the group working on
this project to identify  scenes on the film.

See you there!

Sincerely,

Raymond Koch
President, Oregon Chapter AHSGR

UPDATE YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS
Those of you receiving notification by e-mail that the
newsletter is online, please send your current e-mail
address to Steve Schreiber at:

 schreibpdx@earthlink.net
E-mails are bouncing back to Steve as undeliverable
because people have changed their e-mail addresses.
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AHSGR OREGON CHAPTER CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

As the leaves begin to turn,
and Fall begins, my thoughts
turn to thoughts of the
annual Christmas program.

AHSGR here in Portland,
has such a fine tradition of
wonder fu l Chr is tmas
programs, and looking over
some of these past programs,

I am again reminded of our “mission”…….to keep
alive those sparks of our past, and to fan them into
flames of fire and remembrance during the upcoming
Christmas season!!

Early Christian missionaries in Germany probably
never dreamed their traditions of “Weihnachten”
would be passed on from German generation to
German generation, and then brought with them to
America, as they have been……

             “Von Himmel hoch da komm ich her
            Ich bring euch gute neue Mar,
            Der guten Mar bring ich so viel,
            Davon ich sing’n und sagen will…”

The verses above came easily from the mouths of the
young, intermingled with echoes of other favorites:
“O Tannenbaum”,  and “Ihr Kinderlein, Kommet,”
all songs that bounced off the pot-bellied stove that
many early churches had to heat their building.
Inspirational and beautifully put together, these
programs left an impression on
many of us, as we all put forth
our best efforts to make the
program memorable.  The best
part was at the end of the
service, when I remember
seeing the one and only
Christmas tree I’ve ever seen lit
with REAL candles!!  It was a
sight I shall never forget; the
singing of “Silent Night” and the candles blazing on
the tree……with the ushers circling the tree, snuffing
out the candles that had burned too short.  I think

back now, and appreciate more than ever, the
responsibility those two men carried in lighting the
tree…….which could have gone up in flames, but
didn’t, due to their watchfulness.

OUR “responsibility” seems to be to carry on those
old traditions, begun in another time, and another
place, and to joyfully share them with our children and
our children’s children!!

I have assumed the responsibility of passing many old
traditions along to a younger generation during this
Christmas season, in the hope that they will pass it
along to their children.   I am asking your help in this
passing.

I am hoping to include the following elements in this
year’s program, held on 

Saturday, December 13, 2:00 pm
at Rivercrest Church

3201 NE 148th

Portland, Oregon

1.)  Spoken verses by children
2.)  Remembrances of Christmas by
      older members (3 minute time limit each)
3.)  Christmas carols
4.)  Special music
5.)  Christmas Pageant by any age that wishes to
      participate!!

IF you are able, please participate in this year’s
endeavor and help pass along centuries of
family/church traditions!!

Please call me if you’d like to participate…..Do it
soon, so we can get our plans put together!!!

THANKS!
Joanne Hummel

(503) 695-2741
IF no answer, please leave a message with your
number.
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**Upcoming Events**
NOVEMBER
4 Nov Tuesday, 7:00 pm, board meeting, Hanna
Deines’ house
9 Nov Sunday, 2:30 pm

Special Showing

N O R K A
film of 1927

Mr. Bob Benson, President of the AHSGR California
District Council and past president of the Sacramento
Valley Chapter of AHSGR will visit our Oregon
Chapter for the express purpose of showing a
complete version of this rare 1927 film taken by Mr.
Henry Walker of Portland, Oregon, during a
tracherous and troubled era in our people’s history.
The film was smuggled out of Russia and shows many
families and their living conditions in Norka in 1927.
Mr. Benson is coordinating a new version of the
Norka film for distribution next year.

A goal of the meeting will be to identify as many of
the people in th film as possible.  All older members
of our community are urged to attend to help us
identify those filmed.  You are invited to bring all
interested guests.

A SPECIAL INVITATION is extended to all
with ancestral roots in Norka and neighboring
villages.  Share in the experience of seeing
relatives and friends of your parents and
grandparents.

19 Nov Wednesday, Genealogy Library open
1:00-6:00 pm*

DEZEMBER
2 Dez T uesday, 7:00 pm, board meeting, Hanna
Deines’ home.
13 Dez Saturday, 2:00 pm, Christmas program (see
page 7), cookie exchange, and installation of board of
directors for 2004 at Rivercrest Church.
17 Dez Wednesday - We will announce later if
the Genealogy Library will be open on December
17.*

JANUAR
11 Jan Sunday, chapter meeting, 2:30-4:00 pm.
Guest speaker or special program at Rivercrest
Church.
13 Jan Tuesday, 7:00 pm board meeting, Hanna
Deines’ house
21 Jan Wednesday, Genealogy Library open 1:00-
6:00 pm.*

*Volunteers and full members will have free access to
the library.  There will be a $4.00 charge for all
visitors.

Meeting Places
Unless otherwise noted, all chapter meetings and
genealogy workshops are held at Rivercrest Church,
3201 NE 148th, Portland, Oregon.

Board meetings are held at Hanna Deines’s home,
located at 2008 NE 156th Court, Portland, Oregon.
Phone: (503) 232-6036.

Meeting Directions and Information
Rivercrest Community church is located between NE
Sandy Blvd. and NE Halsey Street on NE 148th.  Park
in the lower parking lot and follow the directional
signs to the meeting rooms.

Oregon Chapter meetings held on Saturdays are
generally two and one-half hours in length and include
a potluck lunch.  Please bring an entree, salad, or
dessert to share and your own plate and utensils.  At
the potluck lunches, $2 for members and $2 for non-
members is requested to help defray the cost of the
meeting facilities.

Oregon Chapter meetings held on Sunday afternoons
are generally one and one-half hours in length.
Refreshments will be served at the meeting; and a
donation is requested to help defray meeting facility
costs.  Please note that the Sunday after-noon
meetings do not include a potluck lunch.

Guests are always welcome to any chapter
meeting or genealogy workshop.
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CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

2003-2004

President:
Dr. Raymond P. Koch (term expires 2003)
2904  Old Dufur Road
The Dalles, OR  97058-4043
(541) 296-6061
rpdlkoch@gorge.net

Vice President:
Ed Wagner (term expires December 2003)
2720 S.W. Montgomery Drive
Portland, OR  97201-1633
(503) 228-0007
Fax: (503) 228-1016

Second Vice President:
Steve Schreiber (term expires December 2003)
6806 S.E. 35th Avenue
Portland, OR  97202-8218
(503) 774-9753
schreibpdx@earthlink.net

Secretary:
Laurel Anderson  (term expires 2003 )
8214 S.W. 2nd Avenue
Portland, OR  97219-4604
(503) 244-5441
laurelabooks@juno.com

Treasurer:
Lois Klaus (term expires 2003 )
111 N.E. 67th Avenue
Portland, OR 97213-5029
(503) 232-3065
lkklaus@earthlink.net

Directors:
Dr. William Wiest (term expires December
2004)
5009  S.E. 46th Avenue
Portland, OR  97206-5048
(503) 771-4321
wiest@reed.edu

Directors (continued)
Lorraine Miller  (term expires December 2004)
13605  N.E. Clackamas St.
Portland, OR  97230-3236
(503)  252-8475
                          
Shirley Hurrell  (term expires  December 2004)
16525  S.W. Rigert  Terrace
Beaverton, OR  97007-5827
(503) 642-4105
shurrell@spiritone.com

Hanna Deines (term expires December 2003)
2008 NE  156th
Portland, OR  97230-8287
(503) 252-6036

Diane Koch (term expires December 2003)
2904 Old Dufur  Road
The  Dalles, OR  97058-4043
(541) 296-6061
rpdlkoch@gorge.net

Erna Markwart  (term expires December 2003)
1535 N.E. 168th Place
Portland, OR  97230-6002
(503) 254-4454

Articles for Chronicle Unserer Leute

Deadlines for submission of articles for the
Chronicle Unserer Leute are:

December 15 for the January/February 2004
   issue
February 15 for the March/April 2004 issue
April 15 for the May/June 2004 issue
June 15 for the July/August 2004 issue
August 15 for the September/October 2004 issue

Please send submissions to Terri Williams,
editor:

Chronicle Unserer Leute
1830 NE 141st Avenue
Portland, OR   97230

or e-mail: tw-CBL@comcast.net



IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2004!
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AHSGR Oregon Chapter Membership Form 

Membership fees are for a calendar year that renews each January 1st.  Dues shown below include $10 for an
Oregon Chapter membership.  The remaining fee is for membership in the AHSGR international organization.

Membership Categories - Annual International and Oregon Chapter Dues
Individual & Family $  60
Institutional $  60
Contributing $  85
Sustaining $110
Int’l Life Member $750 (may be paid in 5 annual installments--add $10 to each installment for Chapter dues)
Int’l Life Member $  10 (for fully paid International Life Members who pay only Chapter dues)
Student (15 - 24) $  15 (Receive 4 newsletters, Youth Membership packet, Membership card, and discounts
Youth (1 - 14) $    8   on specially advertised books and special convention benefits.)
Newsletters Only $  12 For non-members   

New Member____    Renewal____   Individual____    Family____   Youth_____   Student_____
Membership Year 200__

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________    State______________    Zip Code ___________

Telephone ________________________________    E-Mail_____________________________________

I would like my Oregon Chapter newsletter delivered by e-mail (Adobe Acrobat format)  Yes____  No____

In order for us to service our membership more effectively, please list all of your German family names and all
villages that you believe your ancestors are from.
Ancestral Villages - Please specify for each member _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Surnames - Please specify for each member ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

There are many opportunities to help build our chapter.  Let us know if you desire to participate actively.:
Genealogy Workshops ______ Other ______
Newsletter ______ Publicity ______
Library ______ Ways & Means ______
Programs ______ Reminder Calls for Upcoming Meetings ______
Hospitality ______ Sunshine ______

Please make all checks payable to AHSGR OREGON CHAPTER and send your membership dues and
applications to:  

Ruth Williams, 1830 NE 141st Avenue, Portland, OR 97230-4056
Phone: 503-252-0902     E-mail: f26ruth@comcast.net



Standing: Katie and Mary Elizabeth Rommel

Seated: George & Anna Mehling with their three children; Johann Jacob Rommel
  c. 1904
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In 1902, Johann Jacob
Rommel and family left
Hussenbach, Russia for the
United States. They arrived
in Quebec City on Lake
Champlain, came down the
Lake and entered the United
States at St. Albans, Maine. 

Accompanying Johann was
George Mehling and his
wife Anna (Rommel)
Mehling along with a young
child, Mary Elizabeth
Rommel, and Catherina
Rommel.  Johann Jacob left
one daughter,  Mary
Barbara (Rommel) David,
already married, there to
later come to Rhein,
Saskatchewan., Canada. In
the space of the 10-day
voyage, the Mehlings gave
birth to a daughter, Elsie.

They were sponsored by the Dewald family of Ritzville, Washington. Mrs. Dewald and Johann Jacob’s wife were
sisters. They were Rothenbergers. Johann Jacob’s wife died in 1892-- never made it to the US. We believe this
picture was taken circa 1904. Standing left to right are Katie and Mary Elizabeth; seated are George and Anna and
their three children and on the extreme right, Johann Jacob, our great-grandfather. He died in 1905 in Ritzville,
Washington. Katie went on to marry Helmet Christus Kettelson and Mary Elizabeth married Johann George
Linker the same year. (Submitted by Shirley Hurrell)

Successful Research in Germany

Successful searches for ancestral family roots in
Germany have been a work in progress for several
years.  Over three dozen Volga family lines have been
located and researched in Germany back as early as
the 1500's.

If  you commissioned or have access to your family
chart by Dr. Pleve, we may be able to help you with
your early family ancestry in 16th or 17th century
Germany.

Please contact Ed Wagner at (503) 228-0007 if you
are interested in this research.

Marie Krieger Featured in Articles

Our own Marie
Krieger was featured
in a letter in the July
10, 2003, Odessa
Record (Odessa,
WA) and in the
artic le “Serv ing
others has  i ts
rewards” in the Fall
2003 i ssue  of
Newsbreaks, the
R e g e n c e H M O
Oregon publication.
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T'WAS THE NIGHT BEFORE
CHRISTMAS

 - GENEALOGIST VERSION
Updated:

Electronic mail message from Gail Gordon,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (gmgordon@excpc.com)

"T'was the night before Christmas when all through
the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even my spouse.
The dining room table with clutter was spread
With pedigree charts and with letters which said...
"Too bad about the data for which you had written
It was lost in the stacks at Visitations of Britain."
Piles of old copies of wills, deeds, and such
Were proof that my work had become much to
much.

Our children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads.
As I sat at my computer, I was ready to drop
From entering data on cousins, whose lines never
stop.

Christmas was here, and such was my lot
That presents and goodies and toys I forgot.
Had I not been so busy with my grandparent's wills,
I'd not have forgotten to shop for such thrills.
While others bought gifts that would bring
Christmas cheers;
I'd spent time researching marriages and birth years.

While I was thus musing about my sad plight,
A strange noise on the lawn gave me such a great
fright.
Away to the window I flew in a flash,
Tore open the drapes and I yanked up the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear?
But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer.

Up to the housetop the reindeer they flew,
With a sleigh full of toys, and Saint Nicholas too.
And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoof.
The TV antenna was no match for their horns,
As I looked at our roof with hoof-prints adorned.

As I drew in my head, and bumped it on the sash,
Down the cold chimney fell Santa - KER-RASH!
"Dear" Santa had come from the roof in a wreck,
And tracked soot on the carpet, (I could wring his
short neck!)
Spotting my face, good old Santa could see
I had no Christmas spirit as you'll have to agree.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work
And filled all the stockings, (I felt like a jerk).
Here was Santa, who'd brought such gladness and
joy;
When I'd been too busy for even one toy.

He spied my research on the table all spread
"A genealogist!" He cried! (My face was all red!)
"Tonight I've met many like you", Santa grinned.
And he pulled from his sack a large book he had
penned.
I gazed with amazement - at the cover which said
"Your Genealogy Lines - Ne'er Before Read"

"I know what it's like to have the genealogy bug,"
He said, as he gave me a great Santa Hug.
"While the elves make the sleighful of toys I now
carry,
I do lots of research in the North Pole Library!
A special treat I am thus able to bring,
To genealogy folks who can't find a thing.

Now off you go to your bed for a rest,
I'll clean up the house with this genealogy mess."
As I climbed up the stairs full of gladness and glee,
I looked back at Santa who'd brought much to me.
While settling in bed, I heard Santa's clear whistle,
To his team, which then rose like the down of a
thistle

And I heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight,
"Family History is Fun! Merry Christmas!
Goodnight!" 

Printed with permission of the
Germans from Russia Heritage
Collection,
NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND
[www.lib.ndsu.nodak.edu/grhc]
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The Oregon Chapter of AHSGR Offers Our Published Book Titled

BRUNO
by Bruno Reule, as told to Rev. James Estes

This book has been published by the Oregon Chapter of AHSGR at the price of $20.00.  Postage and handling
are $3.50 per book.  Purchase 5 or more books and receive a 10% discount ($18.00 per book) or purchase 25 or
more books and receive a 20% dicount ($16.00 per book)

Order Form

Please send me ____ copies of Bruno’s book.  I have enclosed a check payable to “AHSGR Oregon
Chapter”and understand that postage and handling is $3.50 per book

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________     State______________     Zipcode___________

Telephone_________________________     E-Mail__________________________________________

FRANK VILLAGE FAMILY
GENEALOGICAL REGISTERS

AVAILABLE!

Your Oregon Chapter of AHSGR has a most prized
possession: the comprehensive data base for the
village of Frank, Russia, as compiled by Doris Evans
over 10+ years.  The database contains over 130,000
names and the information on over 65 family charts
prepared by Dr. Igor Pleve in addition to numerous
census publications,church records, family histories
and other sources.

Doris Evans, Frank Village Coordinator, has compiled
Genealogical Registers for a select number of family
lines from Frank.  Some Registers list over 10,000
descendants of the original family ancestor who first
settled in Frank in the 1760's.

The Oregon Chapter of the American Historical
Society of Germans from Russia is printing and
making available a limited number of family histories
for Frank descendants at a price of $100.00 per book.
Some family books come in two volumes and cost
$135.00.  Postage and handling is $6.00 per book.  A

list of available books is shown at the bottom of this
page.

In addition, Doris has indicated she will try to
print personal ancestry or Ahnentafel charts, wall
charts, and German family histories as her time
and energies permit.  Contact Ed Wagner for
more information.

For family registers, please make checks payable to:
“AHSGR OREGON CHAPTER”.
Mail to: Ed Wagner, 2720 SW Montgomery Dr.,
Portland, OR 97201. 
Phone: (503) 228-0007 FAX: (503) 228-1015

Proceeds will be used to obtain additional historical
documentation for the village of Frank and related
communities.

Available books: Amen, Bauer, Bastron, Batt,
Bernhardt, Borgens, Eckhardt, Fahrenbruch,
Gettman, Gruenwald, Guenther, Hartung,
Hock, Hoff, Hoffman, Hofferber, Kissler, Klein,
Knopf, Lebsock, Leonhardt, Schafer, Schillereff,
Schoessler, Sell, Stroh, Trupp, Urich, Wagner,
Willman, Zeiler, Zitzmann.
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF GERMANS FROM RUSSIA
OREGON CHAPTER
4616 SE ADAMS
MILWAUKIE, OR 97222

NOTICE on 2004 DUES
 
Payment of dues for 2004 should be made BEFORE
January 1, 2004, if possible.  It is important that this
be done in a timely manner.  Please send or give your
payment (cash or check) to Charles Williams, 1830
N.E. 141st Avenue, Portland, OR  97230-4056.  If
you have any questions, please call Chuck at
503-252-0902 or Lois Klaus at 503-232-3065.

We Want Your Pictures and Stories
(see page 11 for example)

Please send:

1) a scanned image (200dpi) or 
2) a photo quality print (you can do this at Kinko’s
or other printing shops for about $1 per page–and you
can put a number of regular size photos on one page)

of a favorite photo of your German-Russian ancestors
with a short description of the photo including as
many or all of the following as you can provide:
names of the people, date, place, event, other
information, your name

Send scanned images (attached to your e-mail) to:
tw-CBL@comcast.net

Please mention in the subject line “CUL newsletter”

Please send photo prints to:  CUL Newsletter, 1830
NE 141st Avenue, Portland, OR   97230

This issue can be viewed online at: 
http://www.volgagermans.net/

portland/newsletter.htm

Dr. Richard Arthur Koch
Dr. Richard Arthur Koch, 75, died at his home in
Pilot Rock Oregon, on Sunday, October 12, 2003. 

Rich was born on August 27, 1928, in Portland,
Oregon, to Peter and Anna Marie Harding Koch,
ethnic Germans from Russia. He attended Highland
Grade School, Jefferson High School (Class of
January 1945), Oregon State College and University of
Oregon Medical School. He earned All-City football
honors in the Portland Interscholastic League. He was
in the Army for the Occupation of Japan.

Rich obtained his medical degree in 1954, and had
practiced medicine in Pilot Rock, Oregon, since 1955.
He had an active practice at the time of his death, and
was on the medical staff at Eastern Oregon
Correctional Institution. He also was chairman of
Wildhorse Casino Board of Directors, where he was
a charter member.

He loved sports, and was invited to try out for the
Olympic trapshooting team. He also enjoyed nature,
animals, especially dogs, books, music, and the over
2000 babies he delivered in his practice.

He was honored with Oregon State’s E. B. Lemon
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1988 and the Charles
A. Preuss Distinguished Alumnus Award from
Oregon Health Sciences in 1989. In 1944, he won
Jefferson High School’s Hopkins-Jenkins award for
achievement in athletics, academics, and citizenship.

Rich is survived by his wife of 50 years, Mary Kay
McBee Koch; daughters, Mary Ann (Mrs. R. Wayne
Low) of Pilot Rock and Susan (Mrs. Joe Talbot Jr.)
of Pendleton; four grandchildren, Richard and Tim
Low and Jake and Jackie Talbot; brothers, Raymond
Koch of The Dalles, and Norman Koch of Keizer;
and four nieces and five nephews.


